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Ariſe 0 Lord, to come into thy reit, 
thou and the Arke of "Yn ſtrength. * 
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TO AL OVR CHRISTI- 
AN BRETHREN IN ENG- 


land, vyhich vvait for the kingdom of 
Chriſt, increaſe of the knowledge of 
the truth be multiplied unto them , 
wich ſtrength and patience, 
and perſeverance unto 
the end. 


JISIPTERY /tate is well known unto mas 
- SD G 7 gr” you ro. brethren) how 
JING A = that of certaine time (though 
Þeakly and untoWardly) I haue 
ws [triven and pages the yoke 
fe Of ſpiritual bondage in the wor- 
—I- jo of God,which the man 9 

perdition hath left behind for our ſifting and trta 
all. From the Which that 1 might be delivered, 
(the Lord God the ſearcher of hearts 1 take to 
record) that it hath been mine onely quarrell,and 
the cauſe of ſtirring me Vþ to doe that which 1 
did. Concerning the which cauſe,1 did not Ebink, 
it l:full for me oy 1 could haue eſcape 

in trme enough) ts withdraw my ſelfe into any 
other place for mine owne liberties ſake, untill 1 
had more openly witneſſed the ſame cauſe. Which 
When ut ſeemed good unto God, that 1 With ſome 
others ſhould do, by abiding impriſonment a cer- 
taing time : Tben baving offered our ſelues to 
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ſuffer 
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feffer whatſoever our vexers ſhould lay npþon 14, 
and eſþying nothing like to be done unto us, but 
fo be holden with lingering impriſonment , and 
that tvithout liberty of communicating unto 9 
#hers the inſtruttion of the ſame cauſe Which be 
profeſſed: Wee thought good rather to undergo 
ſome exile ( as it Were ) for redeeming at leaſt 
ſome liberty of worſhipping God With ſafetie of 
conſcience. Which wh:1 Te did,and divers of our 
Brethren, Which were willing to come unto us, 
Iere reſtrained : and We Were perſwaded, that to 
returne unto them thither , whereas by impri- 
Soument wee ſhould agame bee holden from 
them, Would little availe: 1 hane mdged that wee 
bane been debters to thi to beſtoÞ upon the ſome 
thing Which might belp to mcreaſe their _ 
«l courage an. comfort, In which behalfe 
Þhen the expettation of me and divers others re= 
ted upon ſome, who in the end did but ſlender! 
anſwer,and ſatisfie the ſame: Then 1,Which for 
my unworthineſſe and poore gift, had thought 
never to haue ſet forth any thing publick- 
ly,yet was provoked to endebonr my fa in ſome 
part, as far as the Lord ſhould make me able, ta 
ſatisfre that bans, hich 1 thought to be preat. 
And 1 Went about a peece of Work touching 
Church government. But partly by fackneſſe ond 
partly by weytng the coſt of the rint, and fins 
ding it to be aboue my reach of abilttie : 1 vas 
hindered, and haue let ſtay that ork, untill the 
Lord further inable mee. 
In the mcane time 1 thought yood to Drite 
ſome other little treatiſe, and 1 choſe thus 12.2. 


Bſalme, thinkmg thereby to bane occaſion yes 7 
re 
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Fred to ſpeak of divers of thoſe points, Which 
concerne the cauſe mentioned. And 1 Was dcter= 
mined to haue ſpoken ſomehat briefly upon the 
Pbole Pſalme. But im the firſt entrance meeting 
with thoſe points, Which 1 thought good they 
ſhould be diſcuſſed ſomeWhat largely for edifying 
ſake: Agayne, ſickneſſe and other cauſes cutting . 
me ſhort : I was conſtrained to end at this time 
fearce finiſhing the firſt berſs, Neither bas ub 
my deſire to ſeeme to ſþeake much upon a little 
Text, (yea 1 confejſe that 1 haue paſſed the” 
beunds of Schallerltke handlig the Text) but 
the things which offered themſclues to be ſpo< 
ken of, ſeemed to my iudgement to require 

ſo much meaſure. Herein my deſire . 
- tanto the Lord is , that my poore- ” 
labour may bee accepted of -- oh 

bm ,and may be pra- 

fitable to his 


Peoples 


Would hane the Reader advert!. 
K ſed, that whereas in one place of 
| this booke,I haue theſe wards, The 
Author to. the Hebrewes ſpake of" cer. 
tain Chriitians, Which Were racked, c, 
My meaning was not, but that I jud- 
ged him to ſpeake eſpecially of thoſe 
which. ſuffered perſecution before 
the comming of Chriſt in the flesh : 
which belecving in Chriſt to come, 
may alſo be well called by the name 
of Chriſtians, Yes after it was printed, 
I ſuſpecting that it might be an occa- 
fion of cavilling to ſome : I thought 
 goodtoſerdownea word ar two of 
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17 veto ced when they ſaid unto mee , W ee Bull 
| pany the houſe of the Lord. 


SAIGHT well is it ſaid, thaf 
d here the treaſure is there Will 
the heart bee alſo: Math.6.21. 
W hich thing is ſeene in this 
\ ſcryanc of the Lord, who be- 
'1 haved himſelfe worthely in 
Wh the Arke bringing home. 
And as it was the Lords work ,ſo did he care- 
fully acquite himſelfe, that rhe curſe ſhould 
not lay hold on him, which belongeth to the 
working of the Lords work negligently. 
Ter.48.19. But that he did , hee did with all, 
his power,and when he had hniſhed his ioy- 
ful work, his ioy was not ended,bur reboun- 
ded againe and againe , with a ſweet Eccho 
in his foule. So as ir was meat and drink to 
him to doe the will of God : ſo was it al», 
ſo his pleaſure to thinke and muſe upon 
| A4 the 
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the ſame, and he hath conceived the grace 
_ of Gods ſpirit, and hath brought forth ths 
 Pfalme , as the fruic of ſo gadly a meditat - 
on; leauing us a glaſſe and patterne wheren 
to ſce the ſpots of our deformed & lothſon 
negligence, and a lanterne he hath ſer briglc 


belore vs, that we may ſee to take our wa 


and goand lay hand on the Lords plough,o 
do his acceptable work. Our of whole ez- 
ample ard words in this Palme , we minde, 
by the good furtherance of God, to gathe 
ſome advertiſements to ſtir our ſelues up, 
yet whiles it i called to day , leaſt Wee ſhould ber 
hardened through the deceitfulnes of ſrune. Hebs 
Jo 23- 

Firſt wee haue to ſpeak of his ioy and the 
cauſe thereof, the remembrance of which, 
be doth now feed upon, and chew the cudd 
upon this ioy of that happy day , which he 
thus remembreth. The Lord choſe David from 
the ſheepfalds to fed his people in Jacob, and his 
mberitance m Iſ3acl. ſal. 78. 71. And as it 
is ſpoken of him that hee fed them mn the 

femplicitie of bis heart, Verſe. 12. Sq 
did it even appeare 411 his firſt entrance 
of his kingdome. For nothinge helde him 
carefull in compariſon of this,to haue the 
Lord to youchſafe to come home againe ya- 
to his people,and to be at peace with them, 
to loue them, and remoue ſhame and rebuke 
farre from them,by returniog his holy Arke, 
the token of his preſence, and the liuclie 
image of his countenance vpon them, as the 
taking away thegxcof was the tnrning his back 

| | bpoy 
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wpon them, and turning away his face, as 


hee had threatned before for finne. And. it 


was the reprochfull ſteyning of the glorie of 
Iſracll: as is ſaid, The glorie as departed from 
1ſrael, for the Arke of Gods taken. 1. Sam. 
4+ 21. Therfore was the care of David , and 
his zeale ſet on fre within his breaſt, 
which chiag he mightely declared, and the 
flame thereof appeared, when be *+fcoare vuto 
the Lord and VoIiped a bowe bnto- the mightie 
God of Iacob, ſaying , 1 will: not ' enter mto 
the Tabernaele of my houſe z nor come upon my 
palate or bed, nor ſuffer myne eyes to ſleepe , nor 
mine eye lids to ſlumber,vntill 1 haue found out 
& place for the Lord, , au habitation for the 
mightie God of lacob. ſal. 132. 2. 

Now although it be my. purpoſe, and 
order requireth to haſtea to the cauſc of 
Dauids ioye,which he heare mentioneth, yet 
it ſtandeth with due order inthis place, as 
it doth with edifying to ſtand vpon his 
_ cars, in-wayting for that thing, which 

ceing obteyned,this his; ioy- ſucceeded. For 
livele and ſound is chat iey. which the heart 
feeleth, when it is refreſhed from care and 
griefe going before. 

V Vhen the Lord had deliuered his ſouls 
out of all aduerſities, which he ſuſteined in- 
the dayes of Saxl-and had brought him to 
the glorie of his kinglie Throne : herein he' 


- 


_ ſhewedthe ſimplicicie of a true heart,in that 


he was not changed by the ſudden alterati- 

ON, nor his heart beguiled by thoſe plea- 

ſyres, to cauſe kim to forget God. He —_ 
| 280 
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not high minded,he had no proud looks. Pa. 131, 
». But he kept his ſbule, as a child that is wea- 
ned from his mothers breſt. Yea this time he 
throughly weaned himſelfe , from taking 
pleaſure in any thing , untill the Ark of God 
ſhould be brought home, & plated in 1//acl, 
which he calleth by the name of the Lord, and 
the mighty God of lacob. Plal:132.2. Ther- 
unto doth hee ſweare and yow, not to haue 
regard unto his own tabernacle nor houle, 
not to count.it his home, or ſettle himſelfe 
cherein, neither to take any ſound reſt untill 
he had ſeen this buſines of the Lord in dew 
forewardneſſe. Thus was he thankful} unto 
the Lord, which had remembred him, & all 
his afflictions. 
' Let us cxamine our ſelues and call to 
mind the yeares that are paſt, when the fyrie 
{word did hang over our heads in the dayes 
of Queen Marie, and that by ſo weake a 
threed that we looked eucry houre when it 
ſhould fall uponus , when wee being ſtran» 
ers from our own houſes, walked from 
ouſe to houſe , at ſuch time as the Owles 
and Bars looke forth and flye. And thought 
it well if we might liue ſo without houſe or 
_ , or ought elſe ſauc bare bread for the 
ife. 

VVe were as the Jewes which by Haman 
means were />ld to be flatne , and deftinate to 4 
day of death. And we were as humble Hefty 
which would make no requeſt but for lite 
onely. Now when we ſighed and cried for 


£26 bondage , and the cric for the bondage 


came 
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came up unto God, and God heard our 
mone , and remembred his covenant - Then 
he brought againe our captivity, as hee did of 
Jacob: then were Ive like unto them that dreamed 
P/al.126. Even for ſudden ioy , doubting 
Whether we dreamed thoſe happy tidings or 
no. 7hen Ipas our month filled with laugb- 
fer, and our tongue With ioy. Then (the Nas 
ions about us ſaid that the Lord had done great 
ws for u3. And wee ſang thereunto , the 
Lord hath done great things Br us , whereof we 
veroyee., Chriſt Ieſus ſeemed then to us as a 
ſhining and burning Lampe, and we ſeemed 
for that time to reioyce in the light thereof. 
Buc our giving of thanks and finging praiſe 
unto God , was ſcaric ſo good as that of the 
people of 1//ael, mentioned in the 4. Chap- 
ter of Exod, 31, who when they heard that 
the Lord had viſited them, and had looked 
upon their tribulation,they bowed down & 
worſhipped, But when tribulation was in- 
creaſed upon them , they murmured agamſt 
God and hu ſervant Moyſes. Exod. 16.7. So 
- could wee bow down and worſhip in the 
day of our deliverance , but fliace that time 
not through bitter affliction asdid they, bue 
through coo much - pampering with more 
fleſh, then the pots of Egript haue, wee haue 
waxen fat,and haue forgorten the day of our 
penury and hunger. Yea we hauec forgotten 
and forſaken the Lord the holy one of Iſra- 
ell, in that wee are gone backward. And 
better hath the Oxe known his obner , and the 
Aſſe bis waſters eribbe , then Wee bane fone 
im 


—F 
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bim that ſaved us, Efa.1.3 .for if we knew him 


we would alſo ſurely know , that hee redee- 
med us from that firie fornace that wee 


ſhould burne with more zeale of furtherin 


-his kingdom upon earth to the advancing o 
his glorie. But the people of England in that 
day when the Lord did lift up their heads, 
were far frem the zeale and praCtiſe of David, 
Who being adyanced to his kingdom , had 
not yet the thing he would haue, and gaue 
himſelfe no reſt , untill hee had done due 
homage unto the Lords kingdome, by fur- 
thering, procuriug, & labouring about thoſe 
things which appertained , unto the true 
worſhip of God , untill he did ſee them ar 
'a good ſtay. But our Clergie firſt , which 
thould wich great affetion haue laboured 
about the Lords work, to haue ſcen that firſt 
finiſhed, before they had inſtaled them<- 
ſelues into their own roumes: they contrary- 
vviſe layd hold on the great livings, 'catch 
vyho catch might therich Biſhopricks & fat 
Benefices. And as Achſaph the daughter of 


. Caleb, loſ.x5.19.when her father had giuen 


her a portion of high ground , deſired Kill 
more, namely, places ith ſþrings of water: ſo 
was their deſiring, and defiring againe. For 
thoſe which were ſerued with Benefices 
Where corn groundwas moſt,they muſt haue 
another where good ſtore of paſture lay. 
And when they were ſerued with that, they 
mult long for one where ſtore of theepe are 
kept, __ then they thiak they ſhould be 
well, But would co God,it had bin no worle 
6:4 affection 
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affetion and deſire, then that of Ach/aph, 
which defired the increaſe of her portion of 
that land , vvhich the Lord had giueu and 
blefſed vnto her people: but theſe men haue 
bene greedie of the fatte ſpoile, aud haue 
not bene aware that it was the ſpoile of lee 
zicho, which ought not to have bene medled 
withall, bt to haue been execrable things Vnto 
Þs. Toſua, 6.17. I meane not as though that 
wealthfull ſpoile might noe haue bin taken 
vie of, by conuerting it another way. But 
thoſe things holding ſtill their nature and 
ſtreogth which they receued of theCananttifh 
Romane ,ought to haue been to vs execrable 
things. And euen as the Lord gaue vnto the 
children of 1ſrael the firſt conquelt in the land 
of Canaan,namely,ouer lericho without bow. 
or ſword, horſeman ,or any battle, or hand 
mouing of theirs, fin token that he would 
alwaies ſtand on their right hand, and' their 
victories ſhould proceedjfrom him, if they 
would goe forward to fight the Lords bar. 
eell: ſo the Lord gaue vs this vidorie, not 
With noiſe of battle, or tumbling of gar- 
ments in bloud , but by his own hand alone. 
from heauen, the thing to vs volooked for, 
thereby incouraging ys to marche forward 
vnder his banner, and ynder the good ſpeed 
of this watch-word: The Lord liueth, Which 
brought the children of Iſ;ael ous of Egipt and 
out of Babel, and the Lord liuveth which. 
brought againe the captiuitie of his poore 
inpptency , fromthe iron yoke of Antichriſt: 
and the Lordalſo giuing vs the eames - | 

aſſure 
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aſſured viftorie in thoſe battels which werg 
eo inſue in the behalfe of his fonnes king- 
dom, againſt his profeſſed enemic Antichrill, 
if we would haue bene ſo gracious, as once 
©o hauetaken them in hand. But we retuſed 
co goto the battle any more,though the Ca+ 
nanites dwelled ſtill in the land , and bare the 
ſword to ſlay euery true Ifraciite therewith. 
I meane that man of Fome,who by his Cana- 
nitiſh offices, 8& Canons of his lawes, ſtanding 
ſtill in their ſtrength, beareth the ſcepter up 
right,eben 4 rodfor the righteous.Thus haue we 
behaved our ſelues,not as faithfull Joſua, and 
his ſouldiours, which from Jericho ceaſed 
notto goe forward to more battels ,and 
the: ein taw that great ſaluation of God figh- 
_ tor them, IÞÞben the Sunand Moone ſtood 
till in heauen, and haſted not to go downe for a 
KJS_ 10. 13.But we haue done more 
like the Amalekiutes, which invaded Zicklag, 
which did cate,drink,& daunce many dayes, 
1.641.39.16.Becanſe of the great ſpoil they 
had taken, vntill ſudden laughter and venge/ 
eance came vpon them in ho midiſt of cheir 
mirth.So let ys take heed,that we do not (o 
long eate & drink of the ſpoile, and daunce 
in ſecuritie, yntill that Danid Chriſt Ieſus 
comeat vnawares,and take awate all,and our 
lives therewith alſo in moſt iuſt iudgement. 
VVealſo have done as that other generati= 
on of the Iewes which aroſe vp after loſiua, 
which regarded their owne eaſe more then 
the Lords commaundement, and his glories 
Which Roode vpon the rooting our of thoſe 
wicked 
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Wicked ones, whoſe ſin was ripe and their 
daic was come: thoſe Cananites,Peretites and 
Tebuzits ſuffered they to dwell ſtill among 
- them. Therefore the Lord ſaid , #hat they 
ſhould be thornes to their fades, and their Gods 
ſhould be their deſtruttion,lud.2.3.as itcameto 
paſſe. Euen ſo haue we ten'times more made 
couenant With that curſed broode of Anti- 
chriſts birdes, not onely entring into neare 
familiaricie with chem, but allo bortowing 
many of their ceremonies,entertaining their 
forme of ſeruice for the moſt part, beiog tur- 
ned but from Latin to Engliſh:and yet which 
.- is woiſe, holding our neckes ynder their gir- 
dles, by making our ſelues willing flaues to 
their Eccleſialticall ſword. And becauſe this 
. praGtiſe could ſooneſt be atchieyed,and this 
vngracious work could moſt (pedelie yp: then 
was 1t counted Pollicie, to wipe mens noſes 
with, and to giue them a mocke. But be no# 
decciued, God is not mocked, wvho redemed 
you from aduerſitie to this ende , that you 
ſhould deale vviſely and faithfully in alt his 
houſe. Therefore it did ſtand you vpon to 
haue taken better aduiſement in the refor- 
ming of religion, and matters about Gods 
vyorthip , knovving that aboue all rhinges 
It 1s a matter moſt curious. Andy ou ſhould 
vvith feare and much trembling, ſetting a- 
parte your oyvne affaires for a ſeaſon, as Da- 
wid did herezand that vvith a ſolemne vow 
making, that you vvould firſt ſeek the build- 
ing of Gods kingdome: you ſhould thus, I 
fay, haue bene conucrſant in this buſines, 
knowing 
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knovving that then all things' vvould haue 
A vvith you. You ſhould alſo have 
Knovyn that the Lord in his vvorſhip mighe 
not admit any ſtrange deuiſe ynder pretice of 
leaſing ſome, nor might admit any ming-. 
ng of his yyiſdome with mens vviſdome,. 
any tolerations of vanities yvith- a ſmoorh 
and fained promiſe to take them avvay in time 
co come. VVhy did the Lord ſhevv ſuch a 
gerrible and fearcfull example ypon the two 
ſonnes of Aaron, Nadab and Abthu , as to 
{kortchethem vvith'fire fromheauen: Leui. 
Io. I. Becauſe they tooke fire for their cen- 
ſers,from the hearth, which they ſhould haue 
taken from the Altar. And they yvere but 
yong ſchollers in thoſe ceremonies, and the 
obſeruations vvere many,and it vyas at the / 
fiſt begining of their trayting to praftiſe:yer 
the Lords icalouſfie burned with fire . And 
why? Had the Lord ſo great regard, for a 
coale fire? was it not toleaue a fearefull mo- 
nument for all men to beholde, that they 
might take heed leaſt in matters pertainin 
to the worſhip of God, they alter an 
chaunge euen the leaſt thing ? If any man 
vyant {kill, let him vvithdrayve himfelfe.For 
It is vyritten: Take heed to thy foote When thou 
entreſt tnto the houſe of God ,and be more neare 
#0 heare, thento gine the ſacrifice of fooles, for 
they knold not that they doe enill. Eccleſe 4+ 14+ 
Behould, hoyy many inthe Realme of Fng- 
End haue done arid daily doe preſume to ſet 
in their feet into Gods houſe, and haue not 
Jearned how to ſacrifice aright. Offer - 
encey 
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"they the ſacrifice of fooles; And they will not 


* 


know tchar'they doe euill. | 
 _Burco returneto thoſe which haue beene 
chiefe maſter workemen in the reformation 
of religion at the firſt-; Can they not beholi 
how that for want of this faichfull zeale 
which was in this ſeryant of God David. 
For yvant of due feare and trembling, 'care- 
Full crying for the ſpirit of yviſdom, and 
whole atteading upnn the Lords work,vvich 
harts free from vyorldly intanglings : And for 
vvanr of that intier love and charitie , which 
ſecketh not her oWpn. things, but thoſe Which are 
Chriſts, and her poore brethrens'1.Cor.13. L 
{ay, or yvanrt of theſe things, and being drun- 
ken yvith that neyy veſlel of yvine of yvorldly 
concupiſcence then ſer abroach : Can they. 
not eſpie h:yv they haue drawen their lines 
fo far vvrong,that skilfuil vyyorkmen,yea novy 
every bungler cangor bur vvender to fee 
ſuch vyork. For they haue framed their tim- 
ber,fome too lorng,and ſome too ſhorrt,in ſuch 
ſort, that the buiiding hangeth all on the ona 
fide, tortering and reeling vvith cyery yvind 
and vvaliteth but for a blitt from the Lord ta 
cauſe it to fall, and toflay all thoſe, yyhich 
haue commicted chemielues to tuch a talie 
building. And as for the forme and taſhion 
of the houſe, where was the patterne which 
God thewed Moſes in the mount: Exo4. 26. 
39-It was to be tound, but it was not ſought 
the haſte was ſo great to orher things. Ther- 
fore becauſe the Lords patterne was fo refu- 


(«d : ao marycll though hee refuſed to ſend 
- 2 WM a 
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his ſpirit of wiſedom unto thoſe, which 
ſtood in ſteed of Bezaleel, and .Aholiab , and 
the reft of the workmen , Exod. 36.1. For 
view and trie out this reformation. Look to 
your brethren of other nations round about 
which have reformed, if they haue admit+ 
ecd ſuch things as you,who yet notwithſtan- 
ding come ſhort enough of their duty. Bug 
look unto the word ot God , and eſpy our 
there, how many coales of fire you haue ta- 
ken not from the altar Chriſt leſus, but from 
the ſmoking chimnies of the Cananies which 
dwelt in the Jand,,the Papiſts I mean. There- 
fore repent and returne, or elſ- take heed of 
the Lords fire from heaven , who although 
be uſed more patience and long ſuffrance ro- 
wards Nadab and Abtihu: yer be you aſſured 
that hee hath not now leſle regard and ica- 
louſie for the body,then he had then for the 
ſhadow. 

And wheras ſome ſay:VVhar,lIt is a houſe, 
though it be a down gate thing ,although ir 
want roofe,and walles, and though it want 
this and that. Many ſuch ſongs the babes in 
the cradle heare, to rock them aſleep. Bur 
by their own words I will 1udge them. For 
ſuppoſe that ſome noble man minding to 
build a houſe, he hireth workmen and many 
ſervants:part of their wages he payes,for the 
reſt he appoints due order , and makes vvith 
His workmen {traight covenant in all things, 
haſtening the work. Since he goeth into an 
other country , and returneth fiue and twen- 


ty yeares after; if hee then find his houſe 
halle 
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halfe unbuilded, and the timber Which is 
laid rotten for defaulr of coucring in due 
time , and likewife the morter crumbled a- 
way,& the ſtones ſome falle & ſom ready to 
fall:the workmt take their wages & ſpend it 
at the alchouſes & taverns, eating, drinking, 
& playing whe they ſhould beat work: wall 
not that Noble man at his comming caſt in 
pop thoſe workmen and ſervants,and glue 
is ſteward alſo a great rebuke,8& pur out his 
houſe te other workme: And yet theſe chief 
builders of whom I haue ſpoken , many of 
them,yea molt of them haue contelied, and 
do confetle untill this day , that many things 
are amiſle in the Church , and yet wee mult 
be content and beare them. And indeed are 
there many things wanting and miſſing ta 
the finiſhing ofthe Lords houle,& can they 
fit ſti1l, and cate and drinke , and not buckle 
themſelues to their buſineile: Or may the 
Lords work aboue other things ſuffer delay, 
& wayt our leiſure? Or are they the Lords 
remembrancers, which can giue him relt, & 
| themſelues alfo , before they lee Ieruſalemy 
the praiſe of the world, redeemed and reedi- 
fied from the ruine thereof? E/ai,62.7. Can 
they fo long time uſe the rtabernacles of 
their houſes hanged & decked wich Arras 
and Tapeſtrie, and fare delicioutly every 
day: Can they fo long goe to their paler and 
bed, and ſuffer their eyes to ſlumber and 
ſleep, before they haue found out a place for 
the Scepter of Chriſt, his lawtul government, 


and madercady a Throne for him to fit ave 
B 3 I}lC, 


—_ 
— 


* 
| 
£ 


7 Se ety 


> - wh _ 15-09 ag. - and 
— A rs III 75 
_ _ _ a v % x ps 


LE a ER 


—n R WRFon Ot” oa 
ODE GAS: 755" 


om Raney 
or 0 OY per penn 24 
k - " vn yo - bp | = -*, * mn Pte IE - 


en FEB) Rot FP PRI re as 
I RETEBIOs >/r OBE. 6." EI na 


Lad; en EG 


—_ 
En CERN ov : 
—  T—_— 
=> cmayd-—>— 9 


” Cn re eR eto tyn——pm nts nr 5 


I4. LL Treatiſe upon 


xule, and tread Antichriſt under ſoot? This 
15 counted but a {mall want.O deep ſecurity ® 
This we mult beate : & arecontenc fo to doe 
as long as the Lord hath made any promiſe 
co bearc vvith vvickednes. But hee is merci- 
full ,and long ſuffering: but ſo,as he vyill not 
hold the vnncr innocent. And it he1pake by 
$us Prophet, ſaying, that the Sabboths and ſo 
lemne fait ot the Iews(yyhich nocwithſtan- 
ding vvere after his law ) were « burden unto 
þrn, aud he Was Weary to beare them : How 
think vve 1s he weary co beare ſo many Sab+ 
boths,vvhich he neuer made, ſo many cere- 
monics & other deyiſes and ſtrange Church 
government, Which never entred into his 
mind: wherher are theſe things a burde or ao 
unto him think vve? Yeaſuch a burde,that as 
he hath ſpoken concerning them, ſo harh he 
concerning usallo: Ah, 1 will e:ſ. me of mine 
adverſirier Ea .1.24. Yea he mult needs ſcoure 
our drofle. For indeed our filyer is become 
drofle, and our wine is mixt with water, far 
otherwiſe then it yvas among chem. Bur 
they ſay, vve muſt beare now ,, for the time 
14 palt, yyhen the matters of reforming the 
Churches vvere chiefly handled,and vye muſt 
tarry untill a fir time come againe, Indcede 
there vvas a time catrcleſly ſlipped at the be- 
ginning, vyhen the yron vyas hor, but the 
vyorkmen vyerc laſic,and neglected to frame 
and taſhion the yyork before the yron yvas 
cold. What gracious liberty might not haue 
been obreined, if they, of vvho 1 haue ſpoke, 
had been as carejpll & ſorrovftull tor theie 

things 
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things, as Nehemiah, who faſted and prayed 
certain dayes and mourned ſo much becauſe 
the vvall of Ieruſalem was not yer builded, 
' that the King could cafely diſcerne his forow 
by his countcnance, & was moued with com- 
1 ro bid him aſke what he would haue, 
ef5re Nchemuh durtt mention his fure vato 
him. And there is no doubc, but like ſorowe 
and care ſhould haue found like compaſſion 
to haue bin refreſhed with, and no lefle 
furtherance to euerie godlic enterpriſe, For 
the Lord would ſurche have don it, who 
hath the hartes of Kings and P.inces in his 
band. And as we haue heard, there wanted 
not ſome gracious offer concerning theſe 
things. But the Lord lay nor to ouc charge, 
that which is paſt, If occaſion offered by him, 
be not taken, our care, feare, and griefe in 
xepenting, ought to be the greater, and our 
indeuour the more yehement to recouer our 
loſſes.Seck the Lord then,whyle he may be 
found. Labour better then betore,disburdea 
you of all offices or l1uings, which hang on 
& preſſe down,to hinder you in the worke, 
Heb. 2. 1. Giue glorie ro God and his ſor 
Ch. Iefus, by ſetting vp his roiall throne a- 
mog vs, which is that you call Church goberns 
ment w<h many thouſand tongues baue con. 
feſſed and complayned to be wanting. Once 
againe, remember I ſay the Lords deliue- 
rance,how he ſaued vs as he did 1//aell from 
Pharao in the red Sea. Ler vs ſing as Moſes 
did at the ſhoare: He is my Gad, and 1 will 
prepare bim a Tabernack, Exod, 15. 2+ new 
ore 
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force are we eſcaped the drowning, that we 
ſhould make the Lord a Tabernacle. Let vs 
not onely promiſe it in ſinging or ſaying,but 
performe our yowes vnto the Lord, which 
wee made in the day of our diſtreſie: and ler 
this Tabernacle bee ſo made, that being 
viewed in the end by our Aoyſes, Chriſt Teſs 
the worke and the workemen, may receiue 
a bleſſing. This let vs doe, and goe on, and 
rofper, and hye in the Lord: if not, let vs 
e ſure, the conſumption and plague deter- 
mined , ſhall ouerfpred and ouerwhelme vs 
by Gods righteous iudgment who hath ven=- 
geance readie for all diſobedience. z Cor.10, 
 ThushavelI ſhewed, how eſpeciallie the 
Clergie hive acquited themſelues in the 
day of the Lords viſiting of ys, if ithad noc 
been hidden from our eyes. "I ; 
And novy concerning the reſt of the 
people ( I mean thoſe vyhich had ſome 
knovyledgeand zeale ) they alſo haue been 
vvell agreed vvith their guides in their negli- 
gence. For they hauing once obtained 2 
ſeruicein che Engliſh crangue thought it ſa 
Lreat]a matter, char they might lavyfully be 
holden excuſed though they ſought no fur- 
ther: and hauing gotten a ſhadovy, vvherc. 
in they might coole them ſelues in the heate 
of the day, and reſt a litle from their yveart- 
nes: They haue giuen themſelues to eating, 
drinking, and fleeping vnder that ſhadovv, 
and forget the reſt of their iournie, untill 
darke night come wherein no man can waike. 
Jobz. 9, 4+ Neither haye they knowen, thac 
| 23 
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&s the Lord gaue ts the children of I/7ael 
Exod. 13 21. a clowd by day to ſhadow 
them from the heat, to this ende, that they 
ſhold iournie forward to their reſting place: 
So allo the Lord gaue them a defence from 
thact preſent heate, to the intent that they 
going the through the wallie of teares, ſhould- 
10urnie foryard, and goe from ſtrength td 
Atrength ,vatill vnto euery ane of them, God had 
apeves, nining out of Sion the perfeftion of 
ewtie. Pſalm. $4.6. No,but the people haug 
bene as « ftrong aſſe couching doIvn betwixt di- 
ers burdens ot ſpirituall bondage. Gen. 49, 
14. And they haue ſeen that reit is good, and 
that the lande x5 pleaſint , therefore they haue 
bowed their ſhoulder ro beare, and haue 
bene ſubject vnto that yoke, which 13 con« 
trarie to that libertie wherein Chriſt hath ſet vs 
free. Gal.5.1. Euen ſo it is certaine. For the 
my of this world haue ſtolen away the 
arts of many,and haue cauſed zeale and re. 
ligiouſnes to be frofen yp: ſo true is it tha 
one can not ſerue voth God aud Mammon, but 
eyther he muſt loue the one and hate the othef$ 
or at the leaſt in leaning to the ouezhe muſt neg- 
left and deſyiſe the other. Lnk, 16.13. For the 
people of Fnzland, I meane thoſe which ey- 
therat that time, or ſince, haue felte ſome 
motions of Gods ſpirit vnto godlines: the 
moſt part of them, [ ſay, yvhiles they haue 
2pplicd them ſelues to cate and drink large- 
ly, as in the daies of reſt, to buy and ial 
and to ſmile merelie vpon gaine comming 
in, and to yvelcome it vvith giuing it the 
B 4 ' hand 
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hand, their harres haue bene ſtolen beforg 
they haue been avyvare: ſo that they being once 
delinered from the filthines of the world, throvgh 

we knoWledge of the Lord, huue againe intangled 
themſclues there with, ana haue returned as the 
dogge to his vomit,and as th; ſow that is waſhed, 

fo the —_ in the mire. 2. Pt .2.For ypon 
this taking a {match and ralt of yvorldly caſe 
and yvealth, yvherofI ſpake, the ftomach 

hath become greedie, and thcre hath ben no 
end of ſecking gaine, laiyng vp in ftore, 

making the baines vyider,ioyning houſe te 
houſe, and land to land. So that vow if one 
come and tell them ot fu:ther ſecki.g rhe 
face of God, aid building his kingdom: hee 
ſpeaketh ro the belly which hach no cares, 
and his [peach 1s hike vnto his , which fpea» 
Kketh wich a ltranve language, ard hce ſpea- 

Keth to them which fare as 1t they were in a 
dreame. For the wine of the fornication of 
Chis world hath calt them 1aco a fleepe, and 
they haue not knowne, neither will know, 
Cl it be to late toorecouer it, that they h:ue 
ſold tbetr tarth right for a meaſe of potage: Heb. 

x2. 16. And hauc not followed the counſell 
of him which ſaith : Wb:n thou eateſt home. 
gake heede thou cate not tog much, leſt it hurt 
thee. Pro. 25 16. Neyther haue they bought 
the precious Pearle of Gods Kingdome: bur 
they haue fold it tor that vyhich gliſtererh, 
apd yet 15 no gold. 

Bur we o-;,ht to haue taken heede of all 
ſuch worldly things,eſpecially vntill we had 
furcher kniſhed our worke and labour - = 

OI 
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ford : herein folowing the example of thoſe 
men, which deerre their euentide meale, yn« 
eill they haue ended their worke , though 
jn ſuchtime of the yeare, as part. of che 
night do ouertake them. For their experience 
doth teach them, that whileſt their hand 1s 
now in worke, it is not greatly grie- 
uous, though they abide ſome wearineſle 
and cold : But when they haue with eating 
and drinking been ſati;fied, aud haue baſted 
themſelues well by a good fire, then it 1s 
death to goe to worke againe: but forchwith 
the feeling of thateaſe craueth more, ynto 
the time of ſleape. Therefore ought wee to 
hauc holden cafe and worldly commoditics, 
Euen at the ſwordes point, as encmies to 
thoſe vyhich fight the Lords battels, by de- 
nying them ſelues and all chings, and taking 
yp the croſle,and alſe as cloggs and vyeigtts 
ro them yyhich haue a race torunne,excepe 
that they vvere vicd, as though they vvers 
not vſcd, and let paſle as ſtrangers, noten- 
tertayned,and vyclcomed as beloued friends. 
Yet notvvithſtanding this people haue 
in the middeſt of their carelenes, an an- 
ſyverc ready as good as an aperne of figge- 
Jeaues. For ſay they, vve mult abyde a tine 
and the time is not yet come, and they are 
not aſhamed co call it, the Lords leyſure , 
vvhichis their own leiſure, fecing the Lord 
hath complained along vyhile ſince, as be- 
ing wearie of their lalinefſe, ſaying: how 
long will it be yer this people will goe vp; 
And concerning not being yet time,the _ 
pact 
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oftes ſpeaketh: thus ſayeth this people: The 
ime ts = yet come, Oh. Lords Pole ſhould 
be builded. 1s it ttme for your ſelues to divell in 
your ſieled houſes , and this houſe lieth Waſte. 
Agg- 1.3. And with what courage can this 
poople build, yea and that gorgeouſlie,ſicle, 
ang with clothes, and plant: and ſce the 
ſtones of the Lords houle lying hl in the 
duſt? Alasthatcare is vvanting vvhich vvee 
haue mentiened here to be in Dauid, yyho 
{ware and vowed not to take as it vvere, the 
poſſeſs:on of his houſe, the arke of God be- 
ang from home. 

That care, zeale, and indeyour is wanting 
Which was in Nehemiah, and thoſe vyhich 
vvere vvith him, vvhich in the ſpeedy buil- 
ding of the yvall, did not pur off their 
cloathes, but onely for waſhing,untill the 
work was finiſhed:vyhich indeuour the Lord 
bleſſed vvich mighty ſucceſſe. Ngbem. 4. 2. 

They moreoverin their anſwering pretend 
that we muſt bee thankfall co God for that 
wee haue, and charge them with unthank- 
fulneſle , who with griefe and gieat mour. 
ning bewaile that 15 wanting, and bend unto 
it: But what unthankfulneſſe was in Hanan, 
one of the Iſraclites yyhich came to \ehe- 
miah, and being demanded concerning the 
ſtare of the Iewes, he ſaid , They were imaf< 
fliction and great reprech,becauſe the wall of Ie- 
r#ſalem Tas not builded uþ, Nehem. 1. VVas 
he unthankfull to God yyhich had returned 
ghelr captivity, granted them his true _ 

Ip 
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ſhip in their own land, vyvich re-edifying the 
Temple? And yyas the materiall vyall ſuch 
2 matter to complaine of > And yvhat un- 
thankfulneſle yyas in Nehemiah to concelue 
great griefe thereupon ,and to faft and mourne 
Fertaine dayes.Nehem. 1 . 4. 

It ſhould ſeeme that they were ſtrejght in 
their own bowels, vvhen as the Lord yvas 
liberall and bounrifull rowards them, Bur \J 
they knew, that the full building of IJeruſa- 
lem yvas the Lords praiſe,and the honour of 
his people , and eyery ruine yyhich vyas to 
be becholden there, vyas to all nations & the 
people vvhich ſhould ;ſee it , a vvitnelle of 
their ſhame: In as much as it vvas a monu- 
ment of the Lords anger, vvhich had diſhos 
nored them, vyho by their tranſgreſsions 
had diſhonored him. | 

And if in thoſe materiall things , and ft- 
oures, the caſe ſtandeth ſo : VVhat reproch- 
tull people are wee, and what blind , diſlo- 
lute, and miſerable men , which ſee not our 
reproach and miſeric, neither doe wee fcele . 
any burthen thereot , as ſtriving to be caſed 
of the ſame. bunt rather \we boalt thereof, and 
glory in our ſhame, and ſay, thankes bee to 
God,we are well, and haue religion refor- 
med better then many other countries: And 
ſuch like ſmooth ſpeeches ex ſweet bords, which 
we haue bee taught of divers of ovr teach- 
ers to heale our deadly hurt, Ter. 6.14.For that 
which we want is more chen a thouſand c1- 
tie walles: and all the cittics in the wolrd are 4 
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Kingdom, wherein the throne of Chriſt 15 ons 
ly exalted , and the throne of Antichriſt is 
laid for his foorſtoole, 

And untill you ſee this thing brought to 
palle,O yee people,and ſee your ſelues allo 
the living ſtones of this living building - 
moucn and lament birrerly, fait and pray, 
bid farewell to pleaſures, and to the day of 
mirth. Let the Bride-groome come out of his 
ehamber and the bride out of her cloſit. VVeep 
upon your faire ſic led houſes, your enlarged 
paſtures and heldes, your ſweet gardens, 

leaſant arbours and bowling allies. Know 
ourſclues to be 1a more grievous boadage 
of ſoule, by being holden from Chriſt his 
true goveriiment, then the people of 1ſracl! 
were in bondage of their bodies, when they 
walking forth by the rivers of Babel, could 
not be refreſhed from their woe, bur they ſate 
doWvn and Wept when they remembred Syon. It 
was not the pleaſant walking by the rivers 
of waters,that could entice them to be mer- 
ry, and forget their country from which 
Gn had now long time been abſent. Seyen- 
ty yeares could not «{trange them,nor weane 
them from the remembrance of 1ury and lee 
ryſalem,and Mount Syon: not ſo much be. 
cauſe there was their dwelling, as becauſe 
they dwelt there rogether with the Lord, 
giving there outward tokens of his preſence. 
Therefore they vowed and wiſhed hard 
things unto themſelues,if they preferred not 
Tcrt;jal* before all toy: or if they ſhould be toy - 
Fill before they ſnauld ſes Ieruſalgns full delive- 
Falls 
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pance. Thus ſhouldit fare with us. And even 
as a woman Which full dearly hath loved her 
huſband being now dead, can take no plea« 
ſue ic beholding his garment , vvhich re« 
nues the 1remembrace 01 her lofle. & increaſes 
| Her vvoe and griete: So thould houles, fields , 
paſtures, pleaiant gardnes, orchards, ftluer, 
yea wie and children, and whailoeuer elſe 
of outward things: wes ſhould enjoy 
them, and Jooke vpon them, ſhaking the 
head, with waulling avd wrioking the hands, 
Cry ing, alas for our huſband Chriſt Ielus, 
which hath lefr vs all cheſe good things, and 
he is not with vs: But our finnes hnue cauſed 
him to depart aſide, ſaying he hath benc fo 
deſpightfully vſed among(t vs, by exalti. g 
the ſword of nis enemic, and treading his 
Iword vndcr foor. 
And I:it any thould think me to ouerreach, 
in ſaying vve are in greuouſer bondage ther 
were the lewes in Bavilon, though to ſpeaks 
of it will be chought of ſome: ſtraying trom 
my matter, yet I niuſt regard editying. more 
then any other order, 1heretore l demand 
of thoſe which haue any eyes to ſee whether 
they can behold their foules to bee fold for 
handtulls of Barley, and morſells of 
bread, cuen fortitÞe .neaues (whereas if we 
had bene fold for ſlaues, appointed to bodi- 
ly toyle, wee mign1t haue held our peace) 
For dothnot he which hath mony,or thelet« 
ter of ſome great man, or fav ur by viherc 
meaas,get the gifrot a Benetice of ſome a+ 
£03,206 being preteatcd to the Bitho!: he 18 
tot che - 
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forthwith ſent to be inſtalled?8& ſo the guides 
of our ſoules are appointed unto us vvith- 
out our advice and counſell, yyhoſe life and 
death of ſoule it ftandeth'upon to try our 
guides,that after chey hane been found able 
ro cut and divide our portion of the bread 
of life in due ſeaſon, they might be approved 
of us,and receiyed. 

But that which is more grievous, when 2 
blind leader is come to take us by the hand; 
we haue no authority as the Church of God 
to refuſe him, or to complaine tor redreſle, 
or to remoue him, after we haue tried his 
inability. Are not our ſoules'then in bon- 
dage? Furthermore, we haue no authoritie 
to complaine of that,or any other miſchicſe 
in our own congregation, that by the power of 
our Lord Teſus, which there ought to flou- 
riſh and beare the ſway, even in every 
Church of his,that miſchicte mzght be reme- 
died. But other Lords beſte Chriſt do rule over 
#5,(Elay26.15.)8 over the whole Church 
yea over many hundred Churches:and them 
we multſeek up through the Province, to 
them muſt we dance great attendance, 8& to 
them we muſt complaine : and if our com- 
plaint be of any thing done againſt the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, or againſt our liberty which 
he hath given us, our mouth ſhall bee ſtopr- 
ped,and we ſhailbe cut ſhorter. But if it be 
a matter againſt their own honour,touching 
their injunctions, as of the garment of obe- 
cicence,and the cap of maintenance, or for 
Saking doWne the 1magery worke a” the 
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font, or ſuch things,themwe are good pariſhi« 
oncrs,they wil viſit us, &redreſle thoſe things 
well enough. Are not now our ſoules in bon 
dage?Furthermore, we cannot ſerue God, or 
worſhip him publickly in ſpirit as we ought 
to do,for we are tied to the dead letrer, and 
ſtinted out our meaſure, that wee mult giue 
God this day , even as much and the telfe 
{ame which we gaue him the Jaſt day , that 
muſt wee alſo give him every day in the 
eare,all the time of our lite. VVhether hs 
e pleaſedor no,thatis his ſtint and his fee, 
hee way no more haue. And though he be 
weary of that,and lothed with it, becauſe it 
is all one diſh of meat continually (and that 
would loath any mans ſtomach) yer he muſt 
haueit all, and never a whit leſfſe. Heeis a 
cruell Maſter which will urge his bond-ſlaue 
tocate up three or foure meſſes of pottage, 
when his ſtomach vyill not beare one, with- 
out regorgivg. 
But che Lord 1s worſe ſeryed at our hands, 
And we are forced to mock the Lord after 
this maner,in bringing him ſuch a worſhip , 
as he ſpueth out of his mouth, & that to the 
endlefle hurt of our own ſouls. Are not then 
our ſoules in bondage? Moreover , if halfe 
a dozen,or halfe a ſcore,do conſent & apree 
rogcther, and chuſe a fit man to guide thens 
can chey bring him in? or for want of him, 
any other man ſufficient,may they freely ga 
£o another place, to heare the word and re. 
celue the ſacraments? Nogthere ts a laÞÞ,and by 
tat law,they muſt come home to their own 
m— __ Pariſh 
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Pariſh, there muft they feed upon the rocks 
and ſtones, or elſe ſtarue. Wiil any unmer- 
Cifull man deale ſo vvith his beaſt , as torye 
him where there grows no one ſpire of graſſes 
And releaſe can the poore foules haue none, 
vntill there may come new lawes, vyhich 
way bring redreſle and graunt further liber- 
tic, although they never come, but ſtill 
Ktreighter and ſtreighter. Euen as the Iſrae- 
lites vvere more hardly dealt with,after they 
had motioned their ſure of going into the 
vy1ildernes to ſacrifice and worſhip God as 
he commaunded. Ate not then our ſoules 
jn bondage*” 

That I ſpeake nothing of our ſubiettionts 
the iuriſdiction of that court, which our 
owne conſcience, and the voyce almoſt 
of all che people in the land , cry out that 
it is popith and Antichriftian, aid yet not 
one man among a thouſand hath ſpirit and 
courage to withdraw him fſelte from it, 
neyther will they know it to bee a ſacriledge, 
and treaſon againſt Chriſt, ro goe and bow 
before the ſcepter of Antichriſt: and flatter 
cheſmelues, faying,that Chriſt rules in rheir 
harts inwardlic, and they ſerue him inward < 
lic, and outwardly they ſerue that idoll, 
which the Deuill hath ſet vp, worſe farre a- 
way then the idoll which Nebuchadnezzar 
ſet vpin the plaine of Dura. 

But the people ſay, if the Maſle and ima« 
ges come againe, they will :tatherdie, then 
they will receyue thoſe. VV1ll you fight the 
Lorgs bartslles , and will youg nccdes chuſe 
| youg 
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your ovwne ſtanding:Mult not the Souldiovrs 
fight with thac band and wing of the ene- 
mies, Whereunto their Capraine appoints 
them? Bute O fooliſh and blind men, For 
whither is greater wickednes: The maſle and 
zmages, or that rule. and power, which hath 
authoriſed, and eſtabliſhed the Maſſe and 
images: V Vhither 1s greater, the apple, of 
the cree which bringeth forth the apple: For 
the Matle and images, and all other wicked 
ceremonies, were but apples of this curſed 
and bittertree of popith gouernement. And 
although we haue cut of a few twigges, 
which bare ſome kinde of apples, yer the tree 
remaines and the root hath yet very deep 
hold in the grounde, and it bringeth faorth 
other curſed crabbes, to ſet ouer teeth on 
edge with all. And chough the Deuill would 
beare vs in hand, that they vvereas good ape» 
ples, and fet as great a praiſe on them, as he 
did on the apple, vvhich he feofft Exe vvith: 
Yet ineating thereof, the Lord ſhall proue 
our diſobedience. | 
Theſe abominations w*\ I haue ſpoken of, 
and many more which I haue not named,des 
clare whether our bondags , or the Babyio= 
2141 bondage of the lewes , were more grie- 
vous and dangerous. And if they hanged up 
their harps «pon the Willow trees. Pſal,137-. 
VVhether haue yvee cauſe ro ſet ayart Lute 
and Cithern, Viols, Shalmes, Cornets, Sack- 
buts and Dulcimers , and all the zoſtruments 
of Muſick vvith daunfing and mirth : and to 
{ing che ſong of gdolefulactie? Leg us rgnde our 
G beats 
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hearts and not our garments. Let us no more 
fic down to eate drink,and rife again to play, 
bur let us eat the bread of adverſity , and 
drink the water of affliction : and pray con- 
tinually fo, that in praying , our bitter com- 
plaints may aſcend up to the Lord, and may 
rightly ſpeak with like affection as did the 
che pore baniſhed Iewes ſaying , Behold as 
the eyes of the ſervants looke unto ther maſters, 
end the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her mt- 
fereſſe? ſo our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, 
gntill he haue mercy upon us, Have mercy upon 
«5, O Lord, haue mercy uvou us , for Wee haue 
ſuffered ts much contempt. Ffal. 12.3 .Yea if vve 
had any grace to take ro heart the reproches 
of the Papiſts mocking our patched ſcrvice, 
& ſ{corniug us,as not able to build our houſe 
of religion, vvithout borroyving moſt of our 
ſtones and timber from them : And caſt in 
our teeth, VVhere do you tell your Church, 
Or yvhence haue you any inriſdiction or 
Church government, but from him vyhom 
you ſcorne 1n vyords,namely the Pope, ( As 
indeed it is in every mans mouth to cry, fy 
on the Pope: and yet vve boyy the knee be- 
fore him by ſubmifſion to his Court. Ther« 
fore are vye mocked of the Papilts, (as our 
finnes haue deſerved. ) This ſpiricuall evill [ 
ſay, if our dull harts could feele: yve mighe 
ad alſo yvith thoſe careful Fews: Owr ſoule is 
filled 800 full of the mockings of the wealthy and 
the deſpight of the proud. For it is a time of 
_ our ſhame lieth open 1a the eyes 
of all nations (if yye could diſccrne it)vyhiles 

acicher 
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Neither Temple is builded, wherein we may 
worſhip the Lord aright , neither the city 
wall, wherby the heatnen might be kept our, 
that they no miore come into the Lords heri« 
tage;to defile his holy Temple , and to make 
Teruſalem an heape of ſtones, Zſal.79.1.Now 
therefore although wee at. the beginning 
haue not fdone as faithful) Dabid did , ro 
ſweare and vow unto the Lord , concerning his 
acceptable worke finiſhing with all poſii- 
ble ſpeed: let us yet ar the length heare 
the Lords voice, without hardening our hearts 
Pſal.g95.8. and ſweare and vow to ſeeke his 
face, & build his kingdom otherwiſe the we 
haue done, and not to reſt as heretofore, till 
we haue performed our vowes , and paſſed 
even through the valley of teares and mour- 
ning , digging fountaines to quench our 
thirſt(T mean abiding all rrouble & perlecu- 
tion)until we draw neare the Lorcs reſt jn S:- 
on: betore the time that he ſweare, and ſcale 
the decree of our never cntring in thether. 
Fſil.gs.11, and ſo we be thut alſo from his 
e:crnal reſt,in his kingdom,for cur toomuch 
contempt ot his glory;which ſhould appeare 
in the advanced kingdom of his deare Son, 8 
for our lukewarm profeſling his name, with« 
out doing his will, and working his work. 
Thus haue we heard concerning the care 
which David had tor the bringing home the 
Arke. It followeth to ſpeak of the 10y, which 
he conceined, when tlie Lord vouchſafed to 
be wich him,& ro bend alſo the harts of the 


people thercunto, whe it was brought home, 
C 2 4 
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T retoyced When they 94 Wnto me, We Will 
goe into the bouſe of the Lord.) King Danid 
according to the vow and promiſe which he 
made vnts the Lord,ſfo he continued faithful 
and iſtedfaft,aud prepared aplace for the Ark 
of God, and pitched for ir a tent, 1. Chre.15. 
and lenged for the day, vvhen it ſhould bee 
Placed there. Yet for all his taithfulnes and 
excceding great care,itpleaſed God ro hum- 
ble him, by that great iudgement,yyhich fell 
vpon /22>4), 1. Chro. 15. that he mightbe 
ſifted, and tried to the vetermoft, and the 
Lord ſpared not Dawuid tn that litle thing 
vvhich yyvas commirted avvry, in that the 
Arke yvas caried 0n.a carte, and drayyne by 
Oxen, which ought to have been born upon 
the Levites ſhoulders Exo. 25.14. Therefore 
the Lord made him to behold a doleful light 
in the death of Y224,and turned his ioy into 
heavines,for that preſent time. Thus icalous 
1s the Lordalwayes for his true worth ip. For 
he will be ſanttified of thoſe Which come neere 
bim.Lev.10.3. VVhere rsnow any place lefr 
for toleration of any diforder in the ſtate of 
the church 2 when as the Lord would not 
beare with thus much for his ſervant Davids 
fake , whoſecare was ſo great, whoſe heart 
was (o faithfull, whoſe hand was ſo forward, 
and his labour ſo painful,to reſtoretrue reli- 
gion, and ro promote the Lords glory, Bue 
what haue our reformers of religion done ? 
only in onething they haue folloived the ex- 
ample of them which were with David to 
hclpe home the Arke the fult time: for they 

go 
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to eaſe their own ſhoulders of the burden, & 
to avoid that great labour which belongs to 
the building of Gods Church, haue been co- 
tent to ſhuffile up the matrer,& haue come 
matted the charge of the Ark to brutifh Ox- 
en,even dumb & blind miniſters. And thele 
Oxens feet arenot ſhod Wh the preparation of 
the Goſvel af peace, Eph.6.15. Therfore they 
ſtumble at every ſtep,and haue long agoe 0+ 
verthrown cart & arke and all : although 
there have been Y/224hs appointed to put to 
their hand & help the oxen, I meanteachers 
baue been appointed to learn the ignoraut 
miniſte:s eo preach: how they proſper men 
may well know, except they had power ta 
work miracles,to make the dumb to ſpeake, 
& the blinde to ſee, & that only by teaching, 
Bur ler thoſe Y2:tahs, & the appoynters of 
them, underſtand & know a more excellenr 
way, namely,that the Leyites take the bur - 
then upon their ſhoulders, weigh it never ſo 
heavy,by trouble,perſecution, and painfull 
labour, and let them cheerfully bring home 
thatarke,even Chriſt Ieſus, Vyou whoſe ſhoul- 
ders the government licth, Efay:9.6. and place 
him tn hs tent pitched tor him, even his S1- 
on,his Church and kingdom , that he may 
beare that rule and government which unta 
him belongeth, without ſo much as the prine 
of the foule foot-ſteps of Antichrilt remai- 
maining in his Tabernacle to his diſhonour, 
And here it ſhall not be amiſle upon occaſi. 
on, to touch the courage of Dabid, who al- 
though he was 3 little daunted at the firſt, 
C3 by 
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by that miſcarrying of the Arke, inſfomuch 
that he ſaid, Ho ſhall the Arke of the Lord 
come unto me,2.Sam.6. yet notwithſtanding 
he fainted not,neither gaue over his purpoſe; 
but feared the Lord more ,and ſought our 
more circumſpectly where the fault was,and 
how it might be redreſfed : and againe girt 
up his loynes, and addreſſed himielfe with 
more cheerfulneſle, yer againe to bring it 
home. Many there be in the Realme of Eng- 
Lnd, which haue been zealous of Church 
government, and of the — the cere- 
monies of mens traditions and ſtinred ſer- 
vice: and becauſe they haue made long tary- 
ing,and haue had a cold offering, and haue 
hoped long of redreſſe by Parliaments, wher- 
unto they haue made ſute, and haue been difſ- 
appointed of their hope : Therefore , as 
though they had done their whole duty, 
they haue ſet them down,& waxed cold, 8& 
careleſſe,and haue ſlept on both eyes, and 
think that the Lord mult needs now hold 
them excuſed, untill the Lord caſt it upon 
them, & put it into their mouthes.But they 
muſt know, that they are not to ceaſe lee - 
king the kingdom of God, ang for other 
. things,they ſhall be caſt unto them, without 
their carefull thought. Mat.6.3;. The king - 
dom of God muſt ſuffer violence of thoſe Which 
With Violent teale de draw 8t unto them, Math. 
11.12. Many run,but few get the cropue. We 
muſt ſo run as we may obtaxe, 1. Cor. 9.24. 
It is not enough to be wiſhers and woulders, 
2s many be at chis day countedreligious,and 
fayourers 
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fayourers of goyernment , becauſe they can 
fay,0 We muſt pray,Ibe muſt pray, thereby ſa- 
tisfying thelſelues & others, being not a little 
glad chat they may buy it ſo cheap, to fit at 
their caſe & tolow the world. Thertore what 
cryes & complaints their prayers be, may ca- 
fily be diſcerned.Prayers without practiſe,are 
but poore prayers, & the hart which ſetterh 
not the hand a worke,doth not buroe with 
much heat, We muit ſo pray,as continuing & 
zncreaſiog in greater feryecy,giving the Lord 
no reſt,nor ſuffering any nay :chough he ſee- 
meth to ſend us away with 2 rough anſwer, 
as our Saviour Chriſt did unto the Canenitiſh 
woman,retuſing her ſute,$ calling her dog: 
yet ſhe left him not, bur deſired at the leaſt 
that which a dog might haue euen the crums 
Which fall from the children: 8 (o,obteined her 
ſute with comendation of her faith. {#.15. 
26. And we, if we haue wiſhed and deſired, 
& therwith made ſure to the higher,pawers, 
and laboured in the behalte of crue Church 
government, & yet haue returned empty and 
confounded, becauſe the Lord hath not 
youchkſafed to let us ſee the Ark came home: 
we are to feare ſo much the more before the 
face of the Lord,as it is {aid that David feared 
the Lord m the unſpeedy day: 1. Sam. 2.6.hefea- 
red God before, but now his feare was in- 
creaſed: & in this feare ought we to examine 
the cauſe, why God hath not made our enter+ 
priſe proſperous, and to ſearch our wayes, 
whether we haue taken the right path or 
nq ; Whether we haue gone to the place 
C 4 \whcre 
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where it is, or we hauc ſought it in a wrong 
. place: whither we haue put our ſhoulders 
eo the burthen, or we haue gone about to 
carte it, that it might come calily vnto vs, 
and as it were alone without our helping 
hand. Thus ought wee to ſearch vntull wee 
finde out in our ſelues the cauſe of Gods dif- 
pleaſure, for the which we are depriued of 
this benefit. And hauing found the caule,ler 
vs repent and redreſle that is amiſle , and 
Rtrengthen our feeble knees off making ſtraight 
ſteppes to our feet, leaſt that which is haltmg, 
be turned out of the way, Heb. 12. 13, Let 
vs recouer the right path, from the which 
we haue wandred wide, and gyrd vp our 
foines,that wee may with more courage and 
ſwittnes walke therein,then before we haue 
done in our wrong and falſe way. 

And ſome there be which haue atteyned 
ynto this knowledge, that the kingdom of 
God commeth not by obſeruation, and wayting 
and ſuing, here and there,but is neere bato Vs, 
euen Within us: Luk.17.20.and no more is to 
be required, but that we remoue our ſelues 
from evill, ard worſhip God according ta 
his word, chuling rather co ſuffer the croſle, 
then to deny Chriſt by ſlaujſh giuing ouer 
of that authoritie and libertie, which he 
hath given ynto his people. Some] ſay, haue 
attayned to this knowledge,yet notwithſitan« 
ding they haue bene diſmayed and offended 
beholding the wayward footſtepes of diuers 
which haue gone before, euen in the right 
path though not with ſtcadic _ at 

aue 


—  —— 


The 122, Pſalme, 3s 


haue flipped, halted, and falne in the way 
by commirting ſome thing which haue dif+- 
pleaſed the Lord, as ſomerimec in che chiefs 
Ciriemn Fngland,there were many w<b with-_ 
drew from this {pirituall bondage. Burt ſome 
onely making conicicnce at the Cap and 
Surpleffe,and kneeling. at the cemmunion, 
and therein ſtood ali their religon, Some 
entring that way, deſpiſed all other, but 
pitied them not 1n'the bowelles of compaſl- 
fon, that they might be brought ynto the 
erueth, but were proud in their owne con- 
ceyte. Moſt of them alſo ignoraunt how 
they ſhould cometo the end, or yet to the 
midſt of the way , which they had entred, 
neither being humble in ſeeking out the 
ſame, but thinking rather that they kneyy all 
things. Therefore when they were tried and 
weighed , many were found too light , and 
their miſcarrying of the Lords Arke, and 
the iudgment which fell upon ſome of them, 
as fore as did upon Y>24, diſcouraged ma» 
Ry, and weakned their hands. So by their 
untowardnefle they cauſed the ſavour of the 
Lords worke to itinke in the noſtrils of the 
people. 

And of late another attempt hath been 
given that way by one, of whom I mult 
needs ſay,that the Lord uſed him as a means 
to bring thetruth co lighc,in many points co» 
cerning the true goyernment of the Church, 
who, I wiſh for the glory of God if it had 
been his good pleaſure, that he had ſtood in 
Jategrity , vvithout {warving and lcaning 

| to 


36 «<A Treatiſe vpon 

to Antichriſtian pride and bitternefſe. And 
for me to make mention thereof, may ſeeme 
very hard, which am not ſo able therein to 
ſaue my ſclfe from the reproch of many 
tongues ,as I am tocleare my ſelfe of deſer- 
ving the ſame. Yetnotwithſtanding a wound 
being made in the brethrens mindes, I haue 
chought it my duty rather to labour te heale 
zt,then to faine my ſelfe not to {ee it. 

True jt is at all times, that iniquity prevat- 
ling cauſeth the loue of many to abate. Mat. 24. 
I 2. For cyery iniquity committed, e{pecial- 
ly in thoſe enterpriſes, which beare the;chie< 
feſt ſhew of holineſle before the Lord , and 
draw neerelt his work,piocure a more grie- 
yous and ſpeedy iudgement, to cauſe a la- 


mentable ſ{uccetle therein. For as I haue al-_. 


Iedged, The zealous God Will bee ſantlified of 
thoſe Which come neerc him, Levit.10.3- And 
he wil cauſe his zudgement to b:gin even at his 
on houſe.x.Pet.4.17. This judgement be- 
zng beholden, cauſeth feare,and daunteth the 
courage of many which had begun to ſtep 
inthe way. Even as if two men riding thro- 
ro a water,theformer ſlip into ſome groop 
and periſh,the other had rather turne backe 
and looſe his tourney , then goe forward, 
m— there be ſpace enough to go by and 
avoyd that danger: at the leaſt with feare & 
trembling he ſecketh out his way. And no 
maryell it is, though the beholding of ſuch 
judgement becauſe of iniquity prevailing, 
cooleth greatly the heat of louc,and dullech 
the edge of courage for a time. For even 
| valiant 
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yaliant Joſhua thereby was ſtrucken fullſoret 


for he rent his clothes and fell co the earch 


at the evill ſucceſle in the battell at Ay, and 
he cried, Algs O Lord God, Wherefore ha#t 
thou brought this people over Jorden, to deliver 
1:4 into the hands of the Amorittes, and to de- 

roy us : Would God wee had beene content to 
awell on the other fide Tordem. Ob Lord , What 
ſhall 1fay When Iſtael turne their backs before 
therr enemtes ? Thus he ſeemed to repent his 
comming over Jorden, as though that 1or- 
ney had not beene taken in hand 1n the 
Lord, and by him turthered, and the furthe- 
rance thereof confimed and honoured by 
a great miracle of the Lords mighty hand, 
But thc Lord raiſed him up and told him, 
that iniquity commitred in 1/7ael had 
_ the reproach of that unſpeedy day- 
Joſh.7. 

Alſo Aaron, Eleazar , and Ithamar were 
ſo daſeled with the tdgement which fell 
on Nadab and Abibu , that they did not 
eatce of the Goate in the holy place, as they 
ſhould haue done. Levitt. 10.19. 

AMnfes vvas ſo grievedat the evill ſucceſle 
of the children of *Jſ#ael , not beivg able to 
come to their reſt becauſe of their iniquitie, 
that he choſe rather to bee raſed out of the 
booke af life, then to heare and ſee that re- 
proach which ſhould comeunto that peole, 
and the vame of God. Fxod.z2.31. leremi- 
ah wiſhed that he had never been borne, be- 
cauſe 1/7ael in ſteed of a bleſſing had rewar= 


ad vill unto their ane ſoules. | 
Rebecca 
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Rebeces when the children @roue in hef 
wombe , thought it had been better not to 
haue conceived. Gen.25.2z. And Dabid 
when he ſaw the death of Y234b , broughr 
not home the Arke at that time , but feared 
and lamented, ſaying: Hob ſhall the Arke of 
God come unto mee: Great feare came on the 
Church of lera/alem,at the terrible iudgemer 
of Ananias and Saphira, Att.5. Moſt of theſe 
haue been partly afraid and diſcouraged , as 
though their cnterpriſe and worke , which 
was of the Lord , had in it ſelfe obtained 


| Chat hard happe , and unproſperous event, 


*Ged into 8 ly:and let the Lord haue his glory 
a 


which proceeded of ſome other evill com- 
ming in by the way. But as Toſua, when he 
had hs out the faulc, andpurged it, re» 
newed battell againe, and ſaw the mighty 
power, and great ſalvation of the Lord for 
them, with comfort and gladneſle : and ay 
David when he alſo had eſpied the fault and 
redreſſed it,renewed his indevor, & brought 
home the Ark with more ioy & cheerfulnes; 
and as the Diſciples of Teruſalem ceaſed nor 
from giuing almes, but their feare tended tg 
this that they ſhould daC@ it with more ſin- 

leneſle of heart: Solet not us bee offended, 
and ſtumble art the ſin of any man, to giue 0- 
yer our zeale and loue vnto the Lords cauſe, 
the truth whereof his word hath confirmed 
unto us. Bur rather let ns ſearch out, where 
the iniquity is , & let the offender beare his 
ſhame 8& rebuke, how excellent a perſonage 
ſqever he hath been, for turning the truth of 
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IÞbo is alwayes found true , then ebery man. ts 
found a liar, And bu trueth abounds the more 
through the lye of man unto ht glory. Roman. 


* 

« The children of 1/7ael which came out of 
Ezipt to go into the land of Canaan,could noc 
attaine thither, but their carkaſes fell in the 
wildernefle : Might one haue ſaid therefore, 
that they came not out by the Lords com- 
mandement and his conduc? Yes, and grea- 
ter was theglorty of GOD, who was not 
hindered from performing his promiſe by 
the unbelcefe of that people : but their une 
beleefe made his faithtulnefle more aps 
peare. And their nnrighteouſneſſe commens« 
ded the Lords righteoufaeſſe , Rom.3. 5. 
which recompenſed them their juſt deſert, 
and yet raiſed up a better generation, to en- 
ter into his reſting place. So will the Lord 
evermore make his cauſe to ſtand , though 
they which handle it amifle, ſhall tall before 
it in the way. And as for men of great credit 
and eſtimation, the Lord oftentimes wall 
make their weakneſle and vanity to appeare, 
that no glory might bee transferred from 
himſelfe ro mortall men,and that we ſhould 
never make fleſh and bloud our arme , neyther 
truſt in man , in Whoſe noſtrels is breath: for 
what i he to be eſteemed? Ela.2. 22. Salomon 
the glory of the Kings of the earth, cal- 
led alſo the Lords beloved, 2. Sam. 12. 25» 
a ſpectacle for wiſcdome : whom the Lord 
uſed alſo for a ſpeciall inſtrument unto 
many things : yet did not hee perſeucre 

in 
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in wiſdom , but became a fooie in commits 
ting wickedneſle againſt the Lord.1,Km.1r, 
6. leh , which valiantly wrought the Lords 
Work at the ſirſt;turned alſo to Idolatry,and 
forſooke the Lotd. 2.-Xmg.10.31. Aud Ge- 
deon, a worthy inſtrument-, vyhich the Lord 
choſe for his work, made the Ephod , which 
was an inſtrument of evill. Iudg. 8. 27. 

Theſc and many more Examples there be, 
Which teach us , that although vvee ſee be- 
fore our eyes pever ſo many which begin in 
the ſpirit,and end m the fl:h,that vye condemn 
not their begining, neither feare to enter in- 
to that way, but rather take heed that wee 
walke fo faſt,atd ſo ſteadily ,and ſo well ar- 
med, that ſione doe not -overtake us, and 
overthrow us in the way. The evill example 
of life ſhewed by choſe nations which are 
called Chrifian this day,make the ſavour of 
the Goſpel ro ſtink before the IeÞes, Turks 8 
other Heathen, which refuſe theretore once 
to ſearch 'yhat Chriſtian Religion is. There- 
fore are they ſtill holden back from Chriſt 
& his kingdom. Like recompence ſhall we 
reape,if the untoward example of any man 

uench our zeale and care of ſearching our 
the Lords cauſe, that we ſhould not take 1« 
in hand. 

But there are not wanting,which unto the 
flow runners about the Lords bulineſle, lay 
more weight of lead upon their feete , and 
bring them into a further wk affray- 
ing them by the example ol /234a,that they 


attempr not any thing about matters apper» 
cainin 
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taining to the Church, becauſe they haue 
no calling. As though that vengeance ſhe- 
wed upon 224, was for takivg upon him a 
wrong calling ; and not rather for doing 
that which was no mans calling to do. For 
there was n@ man in Ifracl which had any 
ſuch calling, but it he had driven the Cart, 
and doneas /224 did, it 1s like he ſhould 
haue been ſpared as little as Y32#4 was. And 
David 1. Chron,15.13. ſpeaking to Sadock 
and Abiather, ſaith not, The Lord hath made 
this breach among #s beacuſe V/22a did evill; 
but becauſe Ie (faith he) ſought him not m 
due order. And although he ſay alſo, Becauſe 
you Þere not here : his meaning is not, that 
they being preſent, ſhould haue done that 
Which Y224 did. | 
Burt adit he was puniſhed for oyer-rez- 
Ching his calling : (as indeed whoſoever 
paſſe the bounds of duety, paſſe the bounds 
of their calliug alſo in thatreſpect) Is it nor 
the calling of every Chriſtian to remoue 
himſelfe from their communion which wors 
ſhip God vainly, as by the direGon of the 
blind and dumbe miniſterie, that execrable 
abhomination in Gods fight : and to ioyne 
onely where the Lords worſhip is free, and 
not bound or with-holden with the bonds 
of any iurifdiction of this world. Hoty can 
they make the kingdom of God neere us, and 
within 15, Luk. 17.20. if we cannot by Gods 
 aſsiſtance, make our ſelues members of his 
outward Church & kingdom in this world, 
which onely hath the premiſe of bleſsing 
an 
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and life for eyvermore. Pal. 133.3. without 
the authority of man,and waiting their lei- 
ſure for a commandement thereunto. And 
wheceunto are all Chriſtians made Xings and 
Prieſts ? Haue they no calling thereby te 
ſecke the meanes of their ſalvation? If my fſal- 
vacion ſhould depend upon the curceſie of a- 
ny in this world , 1 vvere in moſt miſerable 
taking. But therighteouſneſſe of God dea- 
leth otherwiſe: and our ſalvation dependeth 
upon that king, yyhoſe banner is alwayes 
before us,and he is vyith' us to the end of 
the vvorld. Math.28. 20. | 

But now concerning thoſe vyhichare able 
ro teach and inſtru&t in the vyay of the Lord, 
they mult not meddle yvithout calling (ſay 
they) although there be no calling ſuffered 
and alloyyed of in a Realm or Dominion, bur 
that vvhich they confeſſe to be ytterly un« 
lawtull, So muſt the flock of Chriſt tary and 
be ſtarved, vvhileſt yvee vvaite for that, 
vvhich they can not direct us yvhere to haue 
or hoyv it thould be. 

It mult be, ſay they, by divers true Mir t- 
ſers calling and allovving him : and ſo hee 
muſt be ordained; but how many of the M1- 
niſters in the Realme of England dare be ſeen 

in this doing? 1f faith cannot be begotten With« 
_ out a Preacher and a Preacher cannot be Without 
laÞyfull ſendmg: Row. 10.13. and this be the 
onely vvay : vyhy ſuffer they the people to 
be deprived? VVhy arethey afraid and aſha- 
med of the Goſpell of Chiiſt> VVhy rather 
do they not abide perſecution? Bur — 
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full calling and ſending of the Miniſters, - 
vyhich is the onely meancs to make them 
haue fruitfull yvombes ro beget- faithfull 
children,and fruitfull breafts ro nurce the 
ſame : alſo due goyernment, vvhich is the 


- onely advancing of Chriſt his kingdom, 


and the cutting ſhort of ſfinne and yvicked- 
nefſe. Alſo our Chriſtian liberty ro yyorſhip. 
God vvith fice conſcience, according to his 
vvord : and ourcomfortable ioyning in the 
true felowſhip &c@munion of Saints. And te 
conclude, the meanes of our ſalvation muſt 
be kept from us ,uncill a ciuill law {end them 
to us , though there be never ſo long delay: 
as though they were not ſcat from heaven 
and offered to all that will recetuethem. VVe 
can dehe the Papilts:doctrine,for making part 
of our falyation to havg upon our owne de- 
ſerts : but yve cannoc taſte the bitterneſle 
of the root of this: doctrine, that the buil- 
ding of Gods kingdom for the meane and 
turcherance of our ſalvation muſt depend 
upon ciyill power, and Chriſt Ieſus,yvith all 
things pertaining unto him,are made under- 
lings thereunto,and cauſed to dance atten= 
dance uporit. Thoſe vyhich'vvalk after rhis 
doctrine,and teach menſo , doe breake not 
one of the lealt, but one of the greatelt com- 
mandements,teaching men fo: and therefore 
ſhal be count:d lealt 1a the kingdom of God, 
if they do not repent. 

And againe, concerning this. calling , 
vVhich muit needs be done by divers Mini- 
lters vykich vvill not do it. Bur admit _ 

4 D would, 
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would,from whence have they their calling, 
ſending, and authoritie, ſuch as pertainech 
toa Miniſter? Had they it not from thoſe 
) Which ſit in the chayre of Antichrilt: Yea, 
how many are 1n all Chriſtendom, which 
haue bene ſo rightly ordeyned, but that their 
ordination haue come from the popiſh Pre- 
Jacie, vvith in three or foure generations at 
the moſt? Now if a man take a griffe of a 
ſowr fruit & plant it, & then take a griffe of 
that new planted, and plant that: and take of 
that againe and plant it the third time, and 
fo continew ynto the hundreth time: willic 
looſe the ſowrenes, and gather ſvyeetneſſe, 
No more can an vnlawfull calling bring 
foorth a lawfull,thoughit deſcend trom one 
ro another an hundered or a thouſand times. 
Therefore except they can approue the 
lawfulneſſe of their calling ro the mitiſterie 
ynder ſome other title then that vvhich they 
novv haue by that Clergie: it vvill fall our, 
that there ſhall hardly be found a Minifter 
duly called in all the world , and alſo thar 
there is ſmall hope that ever there ſhall bee 
any. But whatſoever burthen they lay upon 
us, I lay no more upon them, but that they 
hauing the approuing and conſent of tneir 
flocke, doe the works of a Miniſter, namely, 
that they feede their flocke whcrof the holy ghoje 
bath mage them ouerſeers, if they make nor 
them ſelues vnworthie, and that they keepe 
backe from them nothing that is profitable. Act, 
20. 20. Soothe —_ muſt net keepe backe 


not luffer to be kept backe ( they _— 
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fill ) their libertie and authoritie, which the 
Church ſhould haue, & the true worſhip of 
God in all points ſafe & ſound the ſceprter of 
the gouernment of Chrilt born ypright, and 
hauing due honour , remoung themſelues 
and their flockes, as leaſt trom all open ab. 
homination in life and religion, whereby 
reproch ſhould redound to the name of 
God. 

Theſe thinges if they doe,and whatſocuer 
elſe appertainech to a miniſters duetie: their 
worke thall commend them; and teſtific 
their calling, and ſhall be in ſtead of an Epiſtle 
or rather a licence Witteen in their olpne harts: 
Þnderſtood alſo and read of all men. 2.Cor.z. 
2. Our Sautour Chriſt being demaunded 
Ihbither he There the ſcnt S autour or they ſhould 
looke for an other: Mat. x1. 3. did not anſ- 
were that he was ſent a Sautour, but ſaid: 
Tel Iohn what you haue h:ard and ſine; The 
blindſee, the lame walke, the lipers are clenſed. 
the deafe heare, the dvad are raiſed Vþ, and the 
poorereceine the Goſpell. As it he ſhould haue 
ſaid; I doe the workes of the Sautour,which 
the Prophets, beare witnes of, that he 
ſhould doe : Therefore I am the ſent Saui- 
our. As namely” Iſtzab witneſleth Ejai. 61. 
ſaying: He hath ſtnt me that I ſhould preach the 
Goſ«ll tn the poore, and that I ſhould heale the 
broken harted &*c. And our Sauiour Chriſt 
witnefleth inan other place, faying-1cha.s. 
3. 1 hme greater witncſſe then the witne/Je off 
John: For the Thorkes Which the fither hath 
giuen me to doe, thoſe teſtifie of me, that the 

D 2 Father 
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Father hath ſent me. Therfore yvhoſoeyer ds 
the vyorke of Miniſters, and haue nor 
knovyne the deepnefſe of Sathan , nor yer 
the curſed learning of Antichriſt, 1 idge 
none other burth:n to be put upon them, but 
hat they hold fait the doctrine of Chriſt antill 
bs commmg. And their yvorke ſhall de- 
Clare their calling , and ſeale it before all 
men, Otherwiſe the anſwer of our Savi- 
our Chriſt co them which came from lohn, 
and the proofe of his calling, ſhould nor be 

forceable. | 
And moreoyer, whereas they tie the 
Ordination of every miniſter,as it were, unto 
the girdle of other minilters,that of neceſſity 
it muſt atall times depend and ſtay upon 
them : that 1s to lay a greater bondage upon 
the Churches then they are able to beare. 
For admit there be onely one Church in a 
nation, and they wanra Paſtor: muſt they 
ſeck overſea & land to get a miniſter ordai- 
ned by other miniſters > Bur what 16 there 
ſhould be but only one apparant to usin the 
vvorld: ſhal that church for eyer be deprived 
after they haue once wanted a miniſter, for 
default of authority to cal & ordain another? 
By this reaſon every church ſhould nor bee 
perfeCt in itVſelf,nor haue in it ſelfe means & 
power to continue by that meaſure of lines 
which the Lord hath meafured out unto it, 
Andis1t nota diſhonour ts Chriſt leſus the 
head of every congregation which is the bo- 
dy:tofay that his body together with the 
head,is not able to be ſuſtained and _ 

Ve 
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ved in it ſelfe. Moreover, I demand what cal- 
ling the diſperſed diſciples of che church of 
Jernſalem had, that they did preach & teach 
the Goſpell as they went? wee they all or- 
dained miniſters, by whole meanes it 15 ſaid, 
thit many did beleene,& that the Lord Was with 
them Att.11.21. And thoſe whom they did 
beget 8 bring torth as new borne children 
to God through the Goſpell of his Sen: did 
they want authority to feed them and giue 
them ſuck being ſo brought forth ? V Vhich 
if they might do,then came they very neere 
to the work of the Paſtor , which hath his 
name of feeding. And was not onely charity a 
calling to theſe nien, who meeting with ſuch 
as they found worthy, ever-ſlipped not thar 
occaſion of doing ſo great good? If the S4- 
maritin be commended for doing the part of 
a neighbour unto him which iell among 
theeues & was wounded, becauſe he had co- 
aſsion on him, tooke him up , and waſhed 
his wounds, and in all things provided for 
the ſafety of his lite,) Luk. 10. why ſhould 
they be reproved,as/ paſsing the bounds of 
their calling, who mectng wirh ſoules 
wounded by the {word of Antichriſtian rob- 
bers,or any way buund by Satan vvith the 
chaines of 1gnorance : ſhall helpe to looſe 
them, & mollifie their wounds with the oyle 
of Gods truth ,& beltow upen the what ſpi- 
ricuall gift they arcable,to refreſh them,and 
ſaue the life of their ſoules? yeaif they do it 
not,they ſhall be found mercilefſe,& like to 

tale of mercy inthe time of their need, 
D 3 Ig 
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In all this I deny not bur that there is uſe 
of other Miniſters, whea they may bee had, 
for muruall helpe in trying and examining 
and allowing thoſe whom they find meete, 
that by their iudgement the other Churches 
may ſo much the more be confirmed, 

Thus haue I pailed the hounds of the text 
ſomewhar in this diſcourſe, I confeſle. Bue 
I crrue pardon of thereader. For not with- 
Out due occaſion haue I been led thereunto. 
And now at length I come to ſpeake of Da- 
pidsioy, Which I thought to hauc donelong 
ere now. | 

And firlt of al,thevein we eſpy the footſteps 
of that faith yvhereby the author to che Ze- 
brelves witnelleth ſo many excellent practiſes 
to haue been atchieved, which is the ground 
of things which are hoped far,& the ey:dece 
of things which are not ſeene. He. n1. For 
hereby David deſpiſed all the glorious chings 
vvith viſible ſhew , yvhich belonged to his 
Royall kingdom , aud did bid them giue 
place, in -— 5 x7 of the unſpeakeable 
treaſure of Gods favour, and all the good 
with flow from thence, which hee ſaiy nor 
bur by the eyes of faith, and potlefled onely 
by the title of that evidence, which is con- 
cerning things not ſeene but hoped for , yer 
herein hetoyed fully. 


The multicude ſay : Who Will cauſe us to ſee. 


good, Pſalm. 4, 6. They know what they 
ſee here, but they know not what they 
ſhall haue. Bur the faithfull ſay : Lord if 
&þ the light of thy countenance uþan us , _ 

ian 
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#91 ſhalt gine 1-more toy of heart , then the 
people haue of their aboundant harveſt and vine - 
tage,v.7. They know nor, or at leaſt will 
not acknowledge for their own the things 
of this vyorld. But thoſe things vyhich out 
gf Gods countenance turned towards them, 
they do coceiue,they know tor cheir own, & 
they declare that they ſeek an induring citty, 
So then euen as Dabid by faith bath oyer- 
quelled the Lion and the Beare, and by faith 
had enterpriſed to fight with Goliah, & had 
prevailed: ſo by faith he ebteined the brin- 
ging home of the Ark. And though he ſee+ 
med at the firlt to be diſappointed,and wal- 
ked on his way weeping, ſowing deare fced 
FſUl.116.6. (as did Abraham , when hee ſo 
long went without an heire , and ar laſt was 
commanded ( as it were ) to bury the hope 
Which hee had of the promiſe in his onely 
heyre , by appointing him unto the death- 
Yet as Abraham did, fo he beleeved in hope 
againſt hope. Rom.4.,18. Therefore in the . 
Lords appeinted day,he returnes with mirth 
& gladnes , bringing his ſheaues with him, 
whe as by faith he had gotte acceſle to the 
grace wherein hee ſtood, and reioyced un. 
der the hope of the glory of God , wherein 
he faw a lively image in his holy Ark , with 
an undoubteg pledg of loue & favor toward 
him. Thus he failech not of that wherewith 
hee ſtrengthned his ſoule in the time of 


 weaknefle and tempration ſaying : Why art 


thou caſt down » O my ſoule , and why art thou 
fo diſquicted tithin mee! wait on God for 1 
O 4 thatl 
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ſhall yet ſee the time #0 gine him thankes for the 
helpe of his _—_ He is my preſent helþe, 
and my God. pſal. 42. Thus he wayted with 
patience, which taught him experience, 
which experience brought forth the increaſe 
of bis hope,and his hope made him not aſha- 
med : Rom. 5. 4. ſeeing hee was not diſap- 
pointed of that he hoped for, but ſaw the 

greater ſaluation of the Lord in the day of 
his rexoycing, to the further ſuſtayning of 
his hope, to wayt for greater things alſo at 
the Lords hand. So we ſee that which I 
haue ſpoken, rhar by faith heentred imro che 
Lords reſt, when as the the Lord vouchſafed 
ro hauec his reſting place and holy habicati- 
on with him ,& by faith he reioyced in this, 
elteeming it aboue all other caules of ioy, 
becauſe he looked to thoſe inuifible joyes, 
which hereby were promiſed & ſealed vnto 
him, And now to apply this vato our ſelues. 
This alie is a glaſſe which we haue not 
drelled our ſelues by: for verie many can 
ſay, VVatt, and tarrie. But whether doe we 
thinke, that they meane, vntill the Lord 
helpe and further their paynefull indeueur, 
which is neuer a whit, or vntill they haue 
filled rheir inſatiableand bottomleſle Coffers 
with yncontrouled traffiiking , For , where 
15 the diſquict and caſting down of the Soule? 
VVhere are the afflictions which the Lord 
ſhould remember, as he did Daxzds; VVhich 
ſhould whet the edge of patience , that pa- 
tience might haue her perfect worke, chac 
they might be cature wanting nothing. James 


14. 
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7.4. But aboue all chings, where is faith, 
Without the which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; 
And without the which God wall not ſhew 
his glory betore any people, co their ſalua- 
tion, but to their confuſion : for want of 
which , our Saniour Chriſt wronght noe 
thoſe miracles in ſome places, which other- 
wiſe he would haue done ? VVhere is this 
faith, I ſay ,when thoſe which are the chiefe 
and principall leaders of the people, which 
ſhould beare the Arke vpon their ſhoulders 
they ſay ,and have taught the people to ſay: 
It is net poſſible it ſhould come homc:and why? 
For not onely the chicte of the Clergie, bur 
alſo the cheife which haue the reyns of the 
Cluill regiment, are againft the ettabliſhing 
of church gouerpment. I demand, whether 
it be from heanen, or from men. If from 

heauen: with Godall things are poſſible,and 
he will then further his cauſe in our hand, 

when we beleeue. And when it ſhall pleaſe 
God to further his cauſe : ÞÞhbo can reſiſt his 
Ill? _— . 19. For then eberie Valley ſball be 
exalted,a 7, every Hull ſhall be brought low, for 
the loftines of men ſhall be abaſed,and the Lord 
G O D onely ſhall be exalted in that day Eſay, 

2. The rough way ſhall bee made plaine. 

This will thetelouhe of the Lord of hoſtes 
performe, and his owne arme ſhall ſuſteine 

him to doe the worke,if we could belceue: 

yet we ſay it can not bee. VVhere is that 
faith, whereby our Fathers ſubdued Kingdoms, 
wrought righteouſnes, obtayned the promiſes, 
ftopt the nouthes of lions,quenched the m_— 
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of the fire, eſtaped the edge of the ſword, off 
Ieake here made ſtrong , waxed valiant in bat. 
tell, turned to flight the Armies of the altants, 
Hebr. I1, 34, Lec us feare for the grieyous 
iudgments of God which befell the children 
of Iſracl in the wildernes, which were ready 
to haue entred into the Lords reſt: but ſud- 
denly through unbeliefe conceived of the 
evill tidings vvhich the Spies brought, they 
did ſhur the doore againſt themſelues, Dent. 
1.253. And what was the matter? The walls 
were ſo high,and the people ſo ſtrong. Bur 
the height ang ſtrength of the Lords arme 
was forgotten, which had been ſtretched out 
upon Pharao and Egppt unto deſtruftion. But 
upon them unto deliverance. Even ſo we, for 
we would faine enter into the Lords Ston, 
a true reformed Church: but ſome body is 
againſtir. I know whereot you meane. A 
Lyon i m the way : but Salemon ſaith, That 
that is but the excuſe of a ſluggard.Pro.z 2.13. 
Thoſe ſpies were evill enough vvhich went 
into Canaan,and brought home an evill an» 
Twer. But what thall we ſay to thole ſpies, 
yvhich tell an cvill anſwer before they will 
ſtep one foot out of the doore? VVe haue 
high walls againſt us alſo,and ſtrong Prelats, 
yvhoſe bodies if they were grown as far out 
of ſquare as their pomp and authority is 
grown from the lines of their calling, they 
ſhould not be like the, Anakams is Canaan : 
but rather like unto the Giant which the Po- 
ets haue fained to haue ſtood but up to the 
Kaces in the lea,whereir is at the deepeſt, p ut 
or 
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fora mean to pluck down this height , and 
weaken this ſtrength,the hand of the Lord is 
forgotten, vvhich vvas ſtretched out, even 
vvithin this generation,upon the high walls 
& ſwelling Babylontſh buildings of the Ab- 
bies and monaſteries. Even yvhen there vyas 
no hope or likelihood of any ſuch thing by 
mans reaſon. Then came a day from the 
Lord, pon ebery high ToWer, and upon every 
ſtrong hall, to make thoſe places voyd dens. 


# For thiſtles and nettles grow in their high 


halles, and privie Chambers, and the Owles 
ſhrike there,and the Crowes and the Ravens 

galle there by Gods iuſt iudgement, Eſay 2. 

15- There came 4 day alſo upon all ther plea< 

Sant piftures, and all their gallant Images 
vyhereof they yvere glad to caſt ſome into 
Þoles, to the Moules and Bats, to keepe them 
from the fire, verſ. 20, The 4y of the: Lord 
came alſo upon the Cedars of Lebanon and the 
Okes of Baſhan, verſ.13. even the great and 

mighty Cardinals, Abbots , Monkes , and 
Friers, and the reſt of the Prelates , vyhich 
bare the ſway in the land. Theſe vyanted not 
ſtrength : for they vvere /ke horſes prepared to 
battle, they Were clad with tron habergions, they 
had Lyons teeth. They had alſo crownes on their 
heads, and ſtings in their tailes. Revel. 9. 7» 
For there vvas not one of them in yyhoſe 
preſence to ſpeake any thing againſt their 
idolatry : but that it vvas as much as a mans 
life vvas yyorth. Theſe alſo hath the breath 
of the Lords mouth ſent into the bottom-. 
klle ſmoking lake,from yyhence they -—_ 
| eld 
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Theſe things hath the Lord done for ns, 
euen 1n our freſh remembrance, to bear 
down the hils, and'make the way ſmoother 
co the reſidue of our jorney. He hath opened 
2 Wide doore unto us: But we being drunken 
with che eaſe of this world ; haue reeled 2- 
g2:ult ihe poſts chereof ,and fallen backward 
and ly ſleeping. Let us take heed leaſt wee 
fleepe ſo long,untll the Lord thur the doore 
at nalle 1t up alſo with an cath in his anger , 
it he haue not done it already. 
Secing then the Lord hath giuen ſuch an 
onict , doing ſo great things tor us , brin- 
g10g us thus tar on our way out of Epipt: ler 
us take heed there benot in us an evill heart and 
unfaithfullito depart from the living G OD, 
leſt We be deprived, Heb. 3.1 2. But let us goe 
en our Way checrefully : and feare not the 
heate of the day, nor the darkeneſſe of the 
night. For: the Lord ſhill create upon eue- 
zy place of mount Sivn , and uppon the aſs 
ſemblies thereof, a cloud and oP by day, 
and the fanmng , 4 a flaming fire by night : 
for muppon all the glory ſhall bee a de- 
fenre , and a covering ſhill bee for 4 
ſhadow in the day for the heate , and a place 
of refuge and couert from the ſtorme and 
from the rayne. Efa.4.5.Nzither let us feare 
for the high walles of Jericho, I meane the 
Anuchriſtian Canon law, which is the ſtrength 
of this government. For by faith the valles of 
Iericho fell down at the Fiſts of the Trume 
þ-t; Heb,11.30.And what are all the execra- 
ble buildings of Artichriſt which {till remagn 
Ih _ amonglt 
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gmongſt us,that they ſhould ftand before the 
Lords trumpetters,if they have faith, and de 
not onely blow their blaits , but allo com- 

aſle the Cirty as oft as they ſhould , and 
Lew their blaſts in due time and placc,as the 
Lord hath appointed? Moreover, let us 
know,tha:t as the walls of Jericho fell down, 
ſo alſo by faith the walles of lerrſairm were 
builded up. For Nehemiah miſdoubred not 
either the fewneſle, either the poverty of ths 
Icwes, either the malice of the enemies, but 
ſtept unto the worke in the midit of thoſe 
unlikelihoods, for the which their adverſa- 
Ties did mock them drylie, ſaying: What doe 
thiſe Teak leies , Will they fortify themſcluen? 
Will they make the ſtones whole again, ons 
of the heaps of duſt , ſteing they are burnt9 - 
Nehemiah. 4.2. And another anſwered - 
Although they build, yet if a Fox goe Vp hee 
ſhall even breake doÞbn their ſtony Wall. verſe 

+7 
, So therefore when the heatt of Gods 
people ſhall bee ro worke, cncouraved 

y faith , ſo chat their hands alſo b=a 
ſtrengrhned, and put to the buſti1efle,rhough 
never ſo many Ammonites and Aſhdodims 
bee wroth and conſpire altogerher to 
come againſt Jeruſ"l;m , and ro hinder the 
building thereof, yet ſhall God bring their 
counſel to rought Neh. 4.7. For Goa 1s tn the 
midſt of it: therefore ſhall it not be moved : God 
ſhall helpe ut very early ,Pſa.46.5.6. Though the 
nations rage againſt it , and the kingdoms bee 
Woved : God ſhall utter bs Voyce , and mw 

cart 
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Earth ſhall melt : P[.46.45,6. God ſhall ſpeak unto 
them im his wrath, and vex them in hi ſore dife 
pleaſure. Palme. 2, Hee vvill perſecute them 
With his tempeſt and make them afraid With his 
ftorm. /z.83 .15. So ſhall the haters of Stn be 
aſhamed & turned backtbard. Pſ129.5. For the 
Lord of hoits is with as, the God of lacob is our 
Fefuge,vyhen we are under his Baner, & fight 
his battles without yaine feare. For hee Þill 
#each our hands to war , and our fingers to 
fight. ſil 144.1. He Ill breake the BoW, and 
eut the Speare, and burne the Chariots with fire. 
P/al. 46.9. Bur our armes will he ftrengthen 
ſo that they ſhall break eyen a bow of itcele, 
and our feet will hee make like Hinds feet, 
that by the might of our God we ſhall leape 
ouer the higheſt wall which Antichriſt hath 
reared : And though our haters yex us many 
times ; they ſhall not preyalle againſt us. 
Though they plough upon our backes: the righ- 
teous God ſhall cut their cords in ſunder. 
Pal12y. Though they would deyoure us 
quick'yet God vyil'not giue us as a pray vn- 
ro their teeth. Wait therefore & knoW that the 
Lordis God. He Willbe exalted among the Hea 
tben , bee will bee exalted jin the earth. Tal. 
46- | 
Let us giue him glory therfore by truſting 
in him, that we way take his work in hand, 
& turther it with all our might, not ſuffering 
Our eyes to behold, nor our harts to conſider 
the impoſſibilities of finiſhipg the ſame for 
God is faithfull, who hath promiſed, ſaying: 
Ts bin that diſpoſeth bis way aright, 1 ill = 
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the ſaluation of God. Pſal.go. 

Againe concerning Davids retoycing , iry 
the day when the people aſlembled willing- 
ly to accompany him at the bringing home 
of the Ark , and the Lord made all things to 
proſper: It ſeemed to be the fulleſt and ſoun- 
deſt ioy that cyer he had , both for that hee 
then danced , and leaped, and ſprang as ong 
raviſhed,and fully poſſeſſed yvith an heayen- 
ly pleaſure, and alſo taketh refreſhment , as 
3t appeareth in this Pſalme, in remembring, 
meditating, and ſinging of the happineſle of 
that time, which teacheth us what afﬀfettion 
we ſhold pur on in matters pertaining to the 
Lords glory,as when his kingdom is builde& 
and furthered , when hee is well known a- 
moneft us,and his Name is great as in lirael 
and his Tabernacle with us as in Salem,& his 
dwelling as in Sion. Pſil.76. 

VVe reade of Dantd, that when the Lord 
had giuen him to ſee his ſonne Salomon 
placed in the throne of the kingdom, he 
worſhiped vponthe bed, and faide: Bleſſed 
be the Lord God of Iſrael, tho hath made one 
to fit ou my Throne this day , euen in my 
ſiebt.1.Kin.x. 

Ths allo was a godly retoyſing, as it 1s a 
godly and commendable thing in all Kinges 
and Princes, to haue care to ſce that matter 
fo well ordered and diſpoſed in the time of 
their life, as much as in them lie, that the 
people whoſe lafetic the Lord hath come 
mitted to their care and charge, may enio 
continuance of peace and wellare after their 
4 Ys | deccalle 
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deceaſſe, that there be no invaſron , nor going 
eut , nor crying in the ſtreets of their domini1- 
ons aftetward : Pal.144. As allo it is godly 
and commendable to ioy,' and blefſe God 
when he giues them to lee wich their eyes, the 
hope of a good ſay within their kingdoms: 
which 1s fo far from derogating from their 
Honor and renown, that it tendeth preatly to 
the increaſe and adyancement of the ſame. For 
David toke this for an honorable ſalutation 


at his ſeryants hands, when they ſaid :, God 


make the name of Salomon more famous then 
they name, and his Throne aboue thy throne. 1 , 
Km.1.4. This I ſay, was one ioy of Davids, 
yer not comparable to the other:as appeared 
In that his care to behold this thing was not 
ſo vchement,and he was neere to haue over- 
flipped too long , the laying of his hand to 
the furtherance thereof, in reſpe& of Aon 
ahs ouer haſty attempt , and he had need of 
ſtirring up by the ſute of Bethſaba , and the 
advertiſement of Nathan the Propher. 
VVhereas in other bulines of bringing home 
the Lords Arke bee needed no ſpurres to 
prick him on fereward. Fleſh and bloud 
kindeled not that zeale in him, but che Lord 
had inflamed his hart with the Spirit of loue 
and fire. And this burning affection of loue 
bare he from time to time, unto the Lords 
hoty Tabernacle, for his true worſhips ſake, 
& has glory therein appearing.; And as it was 
his life to dwell in the Courts of the Lords 
houſe by often frequenting them): ſo was ic 
cuen death and great diltzelle for kim to bee 
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& ſtranfer from the ſame, as appeareth by his' 
pittiſul complaints in the daizs of his baniſh- 
ments, as When he ſaith, As the Hart brayeth 
for the rivers of water: ſo panteth my ſoule aſter 
thee 0 God. My ſoule thirſteth for God,even for 
the living God. When ſhall I come and appeare + 
| before the preſence of God? Pla. 42.2, His teares 
Ihere bus meat day. and night, and he. poIbred out 
ht very heart when he remembred the deere tumes 
paſt, when he had gone with the multitude, and . 
led them into the houſe of God with the voyce 
of /enging and graifes 4s 4a multitude that kee- 
peth a feeſt. Bur wealas declare what poore . 
& feeble ioy we would conceiue,if the Lord 
would reſtore the glory of his Sons kingdom 
130 open fight before our face, andy purge his. 
Court and Sanctuary, and plant us therein, 
When as we being bereft of this benefit, haue 
fo {mall thirſt,ſo lictle panting & braying , 8 
ſo lictle ſadnefle of Gule, and ſhedding of 
teares for this manner preſence of the Lord. 
Yea, we heare the voyces of many, and the 
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thoughts of more lic open before the Lard, 
Whereof ſome ſay,and ſome thinke,that they 
haue no great need of Chrift his Eccleftaliti- 
Eall government, ſeeing they can goycrne 
themſelues, and liue in che feare of the Lord 
weil enough, as they imagine with them- 
ſelues. ', andre they ſer their hearts at 
reſt. But haue they more ftay of themſelues, 
and towardaneſfſe unto godlineſſe,then David 
had? Or do they thinke that he was cleave 
abſent from God, that he could not pray 
ad praiſe hus name? yer as he ſay ; When 


by 
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all 1 come to appeare before the gn of 
fall And Haba. oxy vs RR is 4 
ſoule, which was then in heavineſle , though 
he hoped for a day of returne. Thus hee ac- 
counted, that hee ſhould ſtand before the 
preſence of God, when he ſhould be preſent 
_ aa the place, which the Lotd did chuſe to pur 
his name there, and thould enioy the ſighe 
of thoſe things , which the Lord appointed 
for the tokens of his preſence among them. 
And therein was his great delight, according 
as he utcereth, ſaying : O Lord of hoſts , hoÞÞ 
amiable are thy tabernat les> My ſoule longeth ,yea 
and famteth for the courts of the Lord. For mine 
heart and my fl:ſh retoyce m the living God. 
Bleſſed are they that dIvell in thine houſe: they 
Þ1ll ever prefe thee. Pſal. 84. : 
-And although hee behaved hiafelfe care- 
fully before God, when he was abſent from - 
the Lords tabernacle : yer hee acknowledged 
his ſtrength not to be ſo great, bur that there 
was danger to bee feared by the want of 
thoſe things which the Lord had appointed 
as means to hold them in his true worſhip. 
For this cauſe he complayneth unto Sax! his 
perſecutor , not ſo much for perſecuting 
hm,as for chaſing him from the place where 
the Lord vouchſafed to dwell. For hee ſaith: 
If the Lord haue ſtirred thee up againſt mee, 
tet him ſmell the (avour of a harifc : but if the 
children of men haue done it curſed be they before 
the Lord: For they haue caſt me out this day from 
abiding in the inheritance of the Lord,ſaying ,g0 
erue other Gods. 1.Sam. 26.19. a 
| | ls 
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This loue to Gods houſe, had Kirg Hehe - 
Kith, who in his ſficknefſe (vyhereof word 
was brought him that he ſhould dy)was grie- 
ved for nothing ſo much as this, that hee 
ſhould no more goeup into the Lords houſe: 
Efa.38.11. | 

For this cauſe were his prayers and teares. 
As appeareth by the word which came from 
the Lord by the mouth of the Prophet. Thus 
faith the Lord God of David thy Father , 1 
haze heard thy prayer , and ſeen thy teares. I baue 
healed thee, and the third day thou ſhalt goe 

up unto the houſe of the Lord. t. King.20. 5. 
This zeale alſo and loue to the Lords houſe 
appeared 1n the ancient fathers which retur+ 
ned fro the captivity of Babilon,vvho as they 
could not bee comforted in their exile , bue 
ſate down, and yvept by the rivers of Babel, 
vvhen they remembred Szon. So in the ioy- 
full time of their returnezyea in the ioyfull 
= of laying the fouedation ofthe Temple z 
vvhich they aboue all things haue defired 
in the middeſt of the ioyfull ſhouting and 
fingiog of the reſidue of the people, their 
harts yet melted within thetn, and they 
vyept witha loud crying, in ſo much: that 
the noyſe of the ſhuting could not be diſcer- 
ned from the noyſe of their weeping, and all 
was for this, becauſe they had ſcen the tormer 
Temple. Ezra. 3:14. And the foundation 
of this vvas not comparable to that. 
V Vhat ſhall vve ſay, Did theſe o!d men dote? 
vyere they fond upon an outward ſhew of 
faire building? No : but as their chiete 
E 2 debgis 
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delight was in the houſe of God, ſo the ins 
creaſe of rhe glory thereof, was theirioy,and 
the diwiniſhing of the glory thereof , was 
their ſorrow and griefe of minde. Thus ica- 
lous were they over Gods glory, that in the 
curward ſhewes and ſhadows « (ah wereim- 
patient of any want. But amongſt us,there is 
finall np the builders in their 
building haveleft our the chief corner ſtone, 
which ſhould be the garniſhing of all the 
work. They haue left out che government of 
Chriſt, withour the which that their Church 
can behis houſe, though they face and brace 
Never ſo much, how ſhould they think it poſ- 
ſible? For they muſt know,that,Chriſt dÞelkth 
not,Þbere be ruleth not. 'He may not be an 
idle Idoll. His Church and kingdom in 
this world, 1s outward and vitlble , and ex- 
cept he governe viſibly , even by his outward 
ordinances ; Ir is yaine for us to ſay, Hee ru- 
leth in our bearts: and inthe church that we 
are loyned unto, we ſubmit our ſclues ro the 
ordinances of Antichriſt. VVe ſhall ſoone 
baniſh Chriſt from our hearts, if we haue 
no morecare of his glory then ſo, but can a- 
bideto ſee his Sanctuary prophaned & pol- 
lured by that Heathenith ſtranger of Rome, 
Which nor onely ſfers his foot in there every 
day ,but alſo erccteth there his own Altar of 
incence. For prayers and thankſgiving mult 
bee meaſured out and appointed after his 
faſhion. 

If cycr we had ſeenthe beaurre of the firſt 
| bulding,l mcan in the tune of che primitive 
| Church 
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Church, we might vvell now, if vye had not 
{tony. hearts, vveepe and lament vvith loud 
crying , in ſeeing this building before our 
eyes. Not ſo much for that it is inferiour to | 
the other in glory:but forthar it hath neither 
glory nor beauty at all , being faſhioned nor 
after any patterne ſhewed of God , but after 
the device and counſeli of man. In vyhich 
miſery of our notable anguiſh and greeuous 
grones in the earcs of the Lord , and in us 
there vvere no yvant to call and ſtir up one 
another, and ioyne hands, for the helpe of 
the furtherance of the worke in bringing 
home the Arke of God : there vvere then 
greater hope of the day yvherein wee might 

and ought to retoyce, as David here did. 
Moreover we note in Dav:d,that his ioy was 
ſo great inthe Lord, that he contained not 
himſelf, but ſo leaped & danced, that he ſee« 
med in the eyes of the wicked, as a foole, 
Which uncovereth his ſhame, and become Vile. 
For after that manner did Michoel his vvife 
reprochfully taunte him, as one which had 
ſo vily uncovered himſelfe, that hee ſhould 
be a mocking ſtock unto the Maidens of I{ra- 
el. 2.5Sam.6. Bur hce anſwered , that it bas 
before the Lord, who had performed un- 
to him ſo great mercy : for whoſe cauſe hee 
would be yet more vile and low in his own ſioht. 
And ſaid moreover, that of the ſame Matdens 
Whereof ſnce had ſpoken , he ſhould be had in 
honour. v, 22, VVhereby we ſee, how little 
hee weighed to become baſe and low in the 
{1ght of the wolld, ſo hee might ſer forth 
E 3 the 
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the glory of the Lord his God. 

At this day amongſt us , one of the greg- 
teſt lets and  uermans nd of the Lords wotk 
finiſhing,is for that it canot be don without 
che abaling of the loftinefſe of many men 
which are cxalted wich out the Lord. As for 
the titles of Gracious & Honorable Lords, our 
S.Chriſt taught his Apoſtles that they might 
not bee amongſt them. Theretore it theſe 
men ſo exalted, would Iloue and care for the 
Lords honour more then their own , and 
would willingly give oyer their mon. 
ftrous livings , and alſo all their worldiy 
pompe , though they think it were a great 
ſhame for them, and that they ſhonld ſeeme 
vile before men,(which they ought willing- 
ly to undergo, for his glorics ſabe, Þbs ſuffe- 
red the croſſe and deſpiſed the ſhame )yer it they 
could ſee it, it would rend to their more 
true dignity. For of all the people in Eng- 
land which waite for a more tull appearance 
of Gods glory in his houſe . they ſhould bes 
had in henor. VVhere as now contrary - 
Wife they receive honour onely of a few 
flattering ſeryingmen, within cheir own 
houſes , which lue by bringing diſhes ta 
their Table, & almoſt to all the relidueg of the 
people of the land their name is in reproch,& 
they are become a byword and a common 
talke. 

Our Saviour Chriſt thought ir no ſhame 
to abaſe humſelfe to waſh his Diſciples feet: 
1ohn.13 .4. by that example, and many moce 
reaching thoſe which will follow him , _ 
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they muſt not think much to bee baſe and 
vile, and diſhonorable in the ſight of men, 
if they will look for true honour in the ſfighe 
of GOD: The Angell Gabreel, ſaid unto Za 
charias , that his Sonane John the Bapti 
ſhould bee great in the ſight of the Lord, I | 
1.15. | | 
Bur what greatneſſc hee had in the ſight of 
the world,it appeareth, when as bzs cloathing 
was of Camels hatre, and his meate vas Locuſts 
and Tvild hony , The author to the Hebrebes 
ſpeaketh . of ſome _—_— » Which were 
racked, & Would not be deltuerea that they might 
receme 4 better reſurreftion. Heb.1i1 ,z5. They 
would needs abide torment and ſhame, that 
in the Lord they might haue: their onely res 
freſhment,and their onely. glory. And he be= 
_ their-glory , and the lifter up of their 
cad. -* . 
Our Sauiour Chriſt who thought it no rob. 
bery, to be equall ith-Ged , hee yer in his na« 


' ture of man became vile, axud tooke nþpon hin 


the ſhape of a ſervent. Here turned his face ta 
the ſtriker: Hee humbled himſelfe , even to the 
death of the croſſe. Therefore Was given him 
name and dignity above all names , that at his 
name exuery knee ſhould bop. Philippians- 
2 9: 

But great is the darkneſle and ungodlineſſe 
of theſe dayes., vyhen thoſe vvhich profetſle 
them.ſ(clues co bee his Miniſters, doe ſo order 


"their goings and conforme themſclues ſo lit- 


tle vnto the image of his life , that wee may 
fooner trace out the ſhew of all the great 
4 glory 
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glory. of this yvorld, then of Chriſtian pores 
neſle in ſpirit by their footſteps. And it is 
too manifelt,that chey are oavereome yvith 
the remptation of him vyhich ſaid: All theſe 


glorious things will 1 giue thee , if thou wild 


fall dolbn and Worſhip mee , Math.4.g. For 
they declare how hardly chey yvould abide 
themſelues to bee plucked up by the roots 
that they might bee planted in a better re- 
farreion, yyhen as they will not ſuffer their 
ſuperfluous branches to be cur of, vyhich do 
ſo overhang & anoy the lanes that the Lords 
paſſengers cannot ride on their journey te- 
Wards Sion. 

There bee alſo of the Temporalty divers, 
vvhich eſteeme it too vile a thing , and un- 
fitting for their honour and dignity , to 
come under the cenſure of the Church, that 
their faults ſhould be looked unto 5 & they 
ſhould be ſubict crothe Admonition, Rebuk, 
and Excommunication of the Miniſter and 
the Congregation. Therefore they ſay : Les 
#5 break their bauds m ſunder, and caſt their 
cords from us. Pal. 2. But if they underſtood 
the great myſtery of the Lord,and the decree 
vyhich is ſealed up among /t his Diſciples: Eſa.8 
x6, they ſhould vvell know, that their re- 
nown and glory 1s no more impaired by 
bowing and giving due homage to Chriſts 
Scepter,then che flower & oile of the widow 
of Sarepts yvas diminifhed , by giving away 

rt of that litle yvhich ſhe had, unto Elias, 

or certainly the great & noble Potentatesof 
phis yyorld , jf chey doc not cntertaine the 

x | | : Kingdony 
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Kingdom of Chriſt Iefus, though their name 
reach the cloudes: yet in truth their honour 
and renown is ſmall, and ſcarcely to bee ac- 
counted an handfull , yyhich yyhen it 18 
ſpent, they die. Then their name periſh, 
and their pompe , vvill not follow chem. 
Then i 4 living dog better then they. Eccl.9.4-. 
For doth not their dignity go away withthe? 
Do they not dy and thatIvithout Wiſdom.lob. 4+ 
VVhereas if they yvould bee content to 

ive away unto our Elias Chriſt Jeſus, a 
Fiecle of their honour by abaſing rhem 
ſelues before his Throne of government- 
they ſhovld haue never the leſſe , but a great 
deale the more: yea the continuance of true 
honour for eyet, For they ſhould ſtand as 
2he faithfnll vyitneſſes in heaven, their nag 
mes being regiſtred in the booke of life. Ac- 
cording as the Prophet Eſaiah ſpeaketh of 
the fame andrenown of the Church,and ac- 
counteth it the renown of Xings and Princes 
#0 worſhippe therein vvith tbeir faces tolbards 
the carih , and to lick Þþ the duſt at the feets 
thereof. Efay 49.2, 

Laſtly as touching Dabzds affettion of ioy, 
and his delight vvbich hee had to ſee the 
glory of God ſhine forth:as it yyas declared 
by.ſignes, yea the whole diſpoſing of himſelf, 
co bee great at that preſent time : ſo did the 
continuall practiſe of his life afterward, giue 
token that it yyas entire & unfeyned, For he 
continued his care and ſtudy to be an inſtru 
ment to advance Gods glory. 

Of our ſoone hote & {oone cold reale: mw 

0 
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of pur gladnes, which bewraied it ſelfe £8 
be more for the ſhining hope of our world- 
ly welfare, then for the hope of the increaſe 
of Gods kingdome, and the ſpeedy com-, 
ming thereof: And of our loue, which haue 
giuen place to iniquitie ſoone getting the 
ypper hand: And of all our forwardnes and 
goodnes, which appeared in the day, when 
the Lord opened one dore for vs to come 
out of priſon, and an other dore to haue 
entred his Tabernacles, if we would haue 
but treined our ſelues a litle to haue remo+ 
ued afewe blockes in the waie: Of this our 
goodnes and forwardnes, how that it pro- 
ued but as a morning miſt, which vaniſhed 
before any heat of the Sunne braſt forth: I 
haueſpoken before. Little was that we had, 
therefore was taken from vs euen that little. 


. . Great wasthe true and {ſincere ioy, faith, 


' zeaJe andloue which Dawid had: therefore 
was ginen vnte him more. For he continued 
faithful to him which had called him through 
grace, and for the remembrance of his great 
oodnes, he ſtill ip bart defired to add more 
abour vnto the Lords worke. For the Arke 
being brought home, & placed ina tent, he 
deſired to build an houſe for the ſame. And 
if it had ſeemed good in theeyes of the Lord, 
to haue vſed his hand therein, as he did ac« 
cept of his heart : he wonld haue choſen ra- 
ther to haue bene deſtitute of a princely pa- 
lace, then that the Arkeof God ſhould haue 
been without a royall houſe. for the more 
manteſtation of the gloric therefo. _ 
wack 
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yyhen he receyued* anſwer from the Lord, 
that he ſhould not build an houſe vnto him, 


- but his ſonne ſhoulde builde it,y et as much 


as he migbt he dig vvith all his power, and 
became a cheefe builder one vvay vvhen as 
an other way he could not, namely, in pre- 
paring thoſe things. which ſhould furniſh 
the worke, and ſec it forward with ſpeede, 
when it ſhould be begunne. for he ſaid; 
Chro.zz. My ſon Salomon us yong and tender 
ani we muſt buyld an houſe for the Lord, mag. 
nificall, Excellent, and of great fame and dignt- 
vie throughout all Countries, 1 Will therefore 
210IÞ prepare for him. And he prepared an hun- 
dred thouſand Talentes of golde , and a thous 
fand thauſand Talents of Siuluer: And of Braſſe 
and of Iron paſſing Weight: And alſo Tymber 
and Stones, and he had ſer Maſons co hewe 
and poliſh the ſtones in readinelle And yet 
for all this, his hunger for Gods glorie,was 
not ſatiſfied, but. he complained that he was. 
able to doe no more, For hee ſayd to his 
Sonne Salomon : according to my pouertie 
bane prepared theſe things. Ver. 14. 

There was then no neceſlitic of an houſe: 
For the Arke was kept in the Tabernacle, 
Which figured the Church, and that was 
after Gods inſtitution. And the neceſſitic of 
hauing the Temp'e came nor yntill the Lords 
commaunderment appointed a time therevn» 
to. Neyther was there any ruine of thinges 
pertaining to Gods houſe at that time. Yet 
you ſe how Dauid behaued himſelfe, nor 
conſtrained by any neccſlitic of the time, bur 

| inflamed 
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inflamed by his erue affetion, which hung- 
red for the further glorie of thoſe things, 
Which repreſented Gods glorie. 

There be witneſſes in England, which 
know, how that exceding many mouthes 
of the teachers, and of - thoſe yyhich 
ſpeake as they are taught, haue confeſ(- 
ſed concerning their Church: Some, that 
It is ruinous: Yet will they make the ſtone 
Whole a gaine out of the duſte , not with 
a worke, as Nehemiah did vvith building : 
but vvith a vyord or tyvo, in ſaying, 
it is the Church of God yer notyviche 
ſtanding. 

Some ſay, Ir is naked, and yet a Church: 
And though it be both hungrie and naked, 
they giue it ſuch a begpars almes, as the 
Apoltle James ſpeaks of: Go Iarme thee, and 
fill thy belly, lam.3. 16. For they ſay, God help 
i, wee ſhall pray for it. In the meane time 
— is miniſtred to ſuſteyne it with, tou- 
ching that rhey complayne to be vvanting 
ynto it, therefore vyhat helpeth it! 

Some ſay, It is as a man that vvants 2 
Jegge, and yer a Church. But the Scripture 
ſayth, That that which is halting , 1s neare 
to be turned out of the bay. Hebrewes. 12. 
Some ſay,It vyants bur an arme,8&c. Bur all 
this vyhile they eſpy not yyherein the grea- 
ceſt deformitie lieth,namelis,In that ic hath 
alicle pretie bodie, and a great ſorte of 
monſtrous great heades, I meane thoſe of 
whom vve may vvell complaine vyith the 
Prophet, and lay; O Chriſt, Other Lords 

Lo 3 befades 
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beſides thee haue ruled our Vs. Eſat. 26 
13. 

And becaufe I know herein my 1udgement 
will be ſifted: I ſay for my ſelf, that Lindge 
them not, nor condemn them. The bord 
of the Lord iudgeth both them and me. 

Bur concerning the Church of England, as 
they inticle it; 1c is a notable difhonour yaro 
Chriſt Ieſus,to make all the Pariſhesin Eng- 
land generally his Church, he will giue ao 
thankes for that liberalitie, Yet I- am per- 
{waded ( the Lord I taketo witneſfle ) that 
1n the Realme of England there be diuery 
Churches. 

And I hope alſo that there be many more 
true worſhippers, or ſuchart the leaſt as the 
Lord doth accept, which abhor & deteſt to 
bowe theknee to the Antichriſtian ſcepter, 
more I ſay, then ſeeme to appeare, as was in 
1/iael in the dayes of the Prophet Elub. 
Bur that the booke which is for Gods wor- 
ſhip and ſeruice, and yet beareth not the 
name of God,that ever it cauſed Tabernacle 
to bee ſo framed, as that the Lord ſhould 
know and acknowledge it for his own,l vt+ 
recly denie, ; 

But to teturne to my purpoſe, Seeing the 
caſe ſo ſtands that the ruins & decayes of the 
Churches be apparant by a general confeſſia 
almoſt of all: Yea ſeeing it is alſo confeſſed, 
that ſheis lickevnto death and lies panrtin 
. for breath: let vs not think, that ſÞeete ay 
ſmooth Tpordes Tvil beale ber deadlie hurte. 

as to ſay: yet itis a very Tamous _— 
an 
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and ather nations haue thought well and re. 
verently of the Church of England, &c. But 
ter all with whom 1s yet the feare of the 1i- 
ving God,and any deſire of his glory,lay the 
hand co the work,no more but eyen thus, b 
eſchewieg evil, and domg good; that alchoug 

_ they goe forward in fewneſſe , according ro 
their poverty for a time, yet by their exam- 
pleand advertiſements, they may win many 
unto righteouſnes, by calling and ſtirring up 
after this manner. Come, let us goe up to the 
mountain of the Lord,to the houſe of the God 
of lacob, and b: ſhall teach us his wayes, and we 
will walke in h1is paths. Elay 2.3. 

\ Let them alſo ſay each to other, that be- 
cauſe we ſought not the Lord in due order, 
therefore heare wee this complaint to our 
rebuke and ſhame : There Was never more 
ickedueſſe then ts now. 

. Thus if we do,labouring not more faintly, 
becauſe iniquity hath gotten the up} er hand, 
but more valiantly to redeem the times becauſe 
the dayes are evill, wee ſhall bee found in the 
fighc of the Lord, according to our ability, 
eo. haue poliſhed and made ready living 
ftones for the Lords building,that although 
we can ſee the worke go bur ſlowly forward 
1n our dayes, yet iti the next generation It 
may riſe more ſpeedily to the glory of God. 
And let none utter theſe words of unfaith- 
fulneſle, Alas, what can I do, or What can tho 
or three of us de, or how are We like to go for- 
Þard ? So I may ſay, what can a graine of 
Muſtard-ſeed do? Jtis ſmall co behold 4 Bur 

cing 
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being caft into the ground in due time, 
and watered, we ſee whart it doth,and how it 
ſpreadeth. So we may ſay, what can we do, 
it we fic ſtill? But if we labour in the Lords 
buſineſſe,ſo as we giue our ſelues oyer to be 
ſowne in the earth for his: truths ſake, une 
doubtredly out of our dead bones or aſhes, 
there wil ſpring up many more witneſſes,un« 
till the glorious cauſe flouriſh gloriouſlys 
But to proceed. Sad 
1 reioyeed when they ſaid unto meer. 

- Ir is written, 1. Chron.15. that David ga 
thered all Iſrael together, to go up to Ierus 
falem. Andin that the people were ſo hear- 
tily willing, ſaying, That they would goe nþ ts 
the houſe of the Lord,and their feet ſhould ſtand 
in the gates of leruſalem, wee may notethis, 
That the Lord now being with David, after 
he had feared before his face, and carefullp 
ſought him in dae order, headdeth bleſsing 
unto bleſ{sing unto him,to make his 1oy full: 
for he doth not onely make him ſee the Ark 
come home inpeace, but alſo giues him ths 
hearts of all the people,as one man reioycing 
with him,and praiſing the Lord : then the 
Which nothing could refreſh and folace his 
minde more cheerfully oyer his gricfe paſt. 

' Thus deth:the Lord make things to ſuc- 
ceed with them (yea oftentimes more then 
they look for) which ſeek him in feare and 
trembling, and attempt to work according 

to his will. 
Thus Nehemiah, when his heart had con- 
conceived that cnterprile of bullding _— 
F noms B'S alles 
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walles of leraſalem, he not onely ebteyned- 
{eaue of the King to goe thither, which 
thing he hoped noc for without feare: bur 
alſo the Lord made him obtayne thac which 
was leaſt looked for, even helpe and furni- 
cure of Timber towardes the worke. More- 
ouer, the Lord gaue him the hearts of the 
,people, who notwithſtanding their pouertie 
and fewneſſe,yet were incouraged to worke 
with vawonted forwardnelle. 

So Moſts, though hee had a froward 
companie to guyde,yet when he went about 
the Tabernacle making, with all thinges ap- 
perteyning therevnto,according to the Lords 
commaundement, hee found the peoples 
harts ſo willing and readie to offer, and their 
handes fo full of giftes, that hee cryed, Ho, 
and commaunded them to cealle from of- 
fring any more. Exod. 36.6. 

Therefore, let there be no. vnchearfull 
wordes amonglt vs, to yveaken our handes, 
before we begin to vvorke. As ſome ſay 
How is it poſſible? VVhere ſhall we haue 
fit men for Elders? VVhere ſhall wee haue 
ſufcient Miniſters ynough? And where ſhall 
we hauc this and that? 

It is the propertie of a ſſouthfull ſeruaunt, 
eo tell beforc hee goe out, how he is not 
like to ſpecde, Let vsin the middeſt of all 
ſtreightues and impoſlibilities, take in hand 
ourenterpriſe in the Lord with humblenes, 
wiſedom, and fingle hartednes: and we ſhall 
ſee ſuccelle nor wY in thoſe thinges vyhich 
ve caa fore [ce and hope for:but alſo many 

; ; thingy 


The 122, Palme. 7; 
Chings vnlooked for of ys, ſhal bee pro(- 


percd into our boſome. 

Now Whereas the people ſpeake ſo wil-, 
lingly, ſaying: Wee Wl goe Þþ into the houſe 
of the Lord: itdeclareth their forwardnes vn« 
to a good enterpriſe. But the King had cal- 
led them and ſtirred them vp thereynto. So 
peraduenture it may ſeeme that the people 
are not to goe ypinco the Lords houſe: ef 
peciallic to gue about ſuch an heauenly bu- 
fines, as they now did, Without their Kings 
and Princes going before them. As for the 
Arke, though it bare a ſpirituall repreſen- 
tation of holy things , yetit was a mater- 
all thing, & the bringing of it home required 
outward furniture and preparation accor- 
dinglte. But what the Prieſtes and people 
might haue done as touching it, if the King 
thould have been too ſlack: when I thal yn- 
derſtand ir to be doubted of: anſwer ſhall be 
madeas God ſhall giue leaue. 

Inthe meane time,it is not amiſle to ſpeak 
ſome thing of a queſtion which flyech much 
abroad, which hath bene taken yp rather of 
deſire to intangle.then any love of the truth, 
as ſhould ſecm by the diforderly framing 
and propounding thereof, The queſtion 1s 
this: 

Whether the Prince or the people ought firſt 
fo beginne reformationin the Church; 

I anſwer with propounding other queſti. 
ens. Can they tell whether Prince or people 
ought firſt to turne to the Lord; VVherther 
Prince or people ought firſt ro doo their? 

F dutiice? 
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dutie? Or, whether the head, the hand,or the 
foot ought firlt ro do that, which ſeverally 
appertaineth to the office of each of thoſe 
members to do? For, Kings and Princes ovght 
to reforme without delay or waiting for o- 
ther, ſo farre as the bounds of their callings 
reach: and the people they ought to reform 
without all delay or tarrying for other, ſo far 
as the bounds of their calling reach alſo, Bute 
how farre the bounds of cach do extend, 
therein lieth the chicte poynt. 

In the name of God,ler Ceſar have whatſo- 
ever unto him belongeth, even all civill po- 
wer & dominion ordained of God. And woe 
unto him, ſay I, which will hold rhis, and 
reach men ſo, that there 1s no uſe of the Ma- 
giſtrates ſword among Chriſtians. For that 18 
to remoue the dole of the great fie}d& large 
the Lord hath meaſured out unto them: and 
that is to depriue Chriſtians of that benefit 
of peace which the Lord hath ordained,that 
we ſhould enioy by their meanes. For it ts 
written, 1 exhort that prayers and ſupplications 
be made for Kings and all that be in authortty, 
that under them we may lead a godly aud peace- 
able life.x. Tim.2. 1. Theretore I am thus 
perſivaded, that as the Kings of [uda did re- 
forme by their civill power, thoſe things 
which outwardly wereſetup for abhomina- 
tions: namely ,as they did break downe the 
Altars, cut down the groues, burn the ima- 
ges with fire, ſlay the Prieſts of Bal , and 
Juch like things: So alſo it appertaincth to 
the Magiltrates npw, to breake downe the 

Idolatrous 
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* Jdolatrous Altars, plucke downe their bnil- 


dings,burn their images with fire, and to ſlay 
thote which haue revolted from Chriſtianity 
to —_ Idolatry. And herein we praiſe the 
Lord , who ſtrengthned our Princes hands, 
to work ſo far,as was wrought therein, And 
if our fins had not diſpleaſed the Lord, wee 


" ſhould haue ſeen much more. For I would 


to God the arrow had not been ſhot againſt 
the ground onely three times, but three hun= 
dred times three times, that a full conqueſt 
for ever might hauec been gotten over thole 
Antichriſtian Aramztes. 2.mg. 13-18. 

And now concerning thoſe abhominations, 
which remaine,which partly I haue ſpoken 
of: As the offices, roomes, and livings of the 
Lordly over-rulers of many churches, toge- 
ther with Deanes & Deaneries-Prebends and 
Prebendſhips, Cathedrals with the chaunters 
therein, & their Mar-maiden-muficke, Arch- 
Bps. Biſhops, Chauncellors, Archdeacons, 
Commillaries, Prottors, Officials, Sumners ,& 
Queitmen, all w*> do rob the Church of her 
authority & ltberty ,& ftrip her naked. Theſe 
I ſay, with their Courts and Canon-lawes, 
as alſo tree-hold perſonages and Vicariges, 
which hinder the free eleCtion and depoiing 
of the Minifter ; alſo blind and dumbe Mini- 
ſters, with the forme of ſtinted ſervice to 
beread , being the ſtaffe & ſtrength of up- 
holding-them. All theſe worm-wood dregs 
of Antichriſts cup, and whatfoever more, 1x 
appertaineth onely to the office of the civill 
Magiſtrate,to powte out and rince evenfrom 
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the bottom. VVhich the Lord grant that it 
may ſoon be done. 
| And whereas we are charged that we will 
take upon us to-remoue thele things; 8& eſta- 
bliſh new lawes for other gouernmeat: wee 
are molt injuriouſly ſlandered, For we con* 
trarywiſecharge all in the name of God, that 
they bee not ſo hardy , as by any authority 
which they may imagine they have,as being 
of the Chur,of God,to meddle once to moug 
the hand to take away theſe things: For that 
were to take the ſivord out of Cefars hand. 
Therefore they ought to wayre for this ma+ 
per of reformation, with continuing in 
feruent prayer to God for haſtening thereof. 
Bur herein liech the duty of Gods people,ta 
remoue thefelues fro theſe & all other abo- 
minati6s,8 ot to haue felloIpſhip With the un- 
Fruitful Works af darkneſſe : Eph. 5.1, not te 
10yne hands with open wickednefle , but to 
keep our ſelues unſpotted thereof,not to ga 
underany yoke of ſpirituall bondage, to be- 
eray the liberty and authority which Chriſt 
hath left with us to keep, but to ſtand faſt m 
the liberty wherein he hath made «« free. Gal. 
$.3-By the vertu of which liberty & autho#+ 
ty , the Church of God hath to try and exa- 
mine the gifts, and converſation , of thoſe 
Which ſhould leade them , and finding them 
meet toe chuſe them, and perceiving them af< 
terward to fall to any evill herefie in doc- 
grine,or to Ilooſeneſle of life & conyerſation, 
and will not be reclaimed by due admonition 
$6 depoſe them, Alſo by the power _ 
me 
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Tame liberty and authority , the Church of 
God hath to uſe their due admonitions, & re- 
bukings of offendors. Every one may bring 
his complaint in due order: And ſuch offen- 
dours as will not heave the Church , Math. 
18. 18.& be refermed, mult feel the ſword,of 
excommunication by the word of God to be 
Cut of , & to be delivered unto Satan : 1.Cor.gs 
to ſtir them up to bewaile their wickedneſle 
and to repent , if the Lord ſo touch their 
hearrs. And this authority of puniſhing the 
tranſpreſſours by the Eccleſiaſticall ſword, 
may not bee taken out of the Churches 
hands, neither can the Church giue ic ouer 
wichout denying Chriſt , who hath left this 
his power under their charge : Aat.183518, 
Although the ciyill Magiſtrates may & ought 
alſo to ſtrike yvvith their ſword , every one 
which being of the Church, ſhal openly tranſ- 
grefle againſt the Lords commandements. 

Moreoycr , it ftandeth with the liberty of 
the Lords Congregation , to uſe prayers and 
thanks giving alwayes , as the preſent occali- 
on requireth. 

Theſe and ſuch like things appertaine to 
the office of the Lords Miniſters, together 
with their Congregations. And as for the 
reforming of theſe things, whereſocuer any 
Want be: VVhac ungadly tengue dare be {9 
bold, as toſay, we ought to tarry one haure? 
No,it we tarry for a new graunt from men 
to do ourducies inthe true worſhipof God, 
when as wee haue already ſufficient graunt 
from heayen : we ſkall dy in our fins, & our 

F 3 bloud 
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bloud ſhall be upon our own heads. 

Now.,ifthe Miniſters and peoples duty and 
charge extend ynto this which L have menti- 
oned: it will then follow , that nothing is 
wanting vnto the true Church gouernmentr, 
bur ſo much as the people,and eſpecially the 
Miniſters which ſhould guide them, are 
wanting vnto their dutie enioyned to them 
by the Lord. 

VVh-refore in the Lord; I doe require 
ſome of thoſe Miniſters in England which 
thinke hardly of our doinges, and yet per- 
{wade them ſelues thar they hartilie deſire 
che ful repayring of the walles of Iern/alem 2 
That they would ſet downe by proofe of 
the word of God' that which is wanting ro 
erue and full Church gouernement, beſides 
that which 1s their duetie to doe , together 
with their Congregation, whom they ought 
to ſtirre vp to their duetie likewiſe. If thers 
be any thing at all: I will promiſe and vow 
faythfully co tarie and wayte with them al- 
ſo. If there be nothing, why doe they make 
fo long ſuing at the Parliaments, and ſuffer ſo 
many poorcſoules at home to be depriuedof 
heauenly welfare , & fin ſo te oueripread by 
their defaults, which by keeping the Lords 
watch, might be cut ſhorter, For what {ewe 
they for ynto the Prince and Parliament? 
Euen for a law to compell them to doe that 
Which the Lord hath commaunded them to 
doe. VVhy doe they it not in haſt, by the 
vertue of Gods cammandement allreadie 
given, ſo longas they can in peace? And 
Q0ot 


The 122. Pſalme. Sy 
when they nolonger can, why ſuffer they 
not perſecution for his ſake, whom they muſt 
obey before man?and who hath ſaid : Bleſſed 
are they which ſuffer perſecution for righteouſe 
neſſe ſake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Mat. 5. 10. 

Whoſe kingdome and glorie wee muſt 
ſecke both in wealth and woe,both in peace 
and perſecution. His kingdom come with 
ſpeed. And to him ar length let us giue the 
hand, ſinging the ſong of hearty entertain« 
ment. 

Hoſannd Bleſſed be the kingdom that com 
meth in the naine of the Lord of our Fa- 
ther David : Hoſanna, O thou which art 19 
the higeſt Heayens. 
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PSALM. 80. 
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4. Lord God of Hoſts , how long Wilt 
O thou bee angry againſt the prayer of 
thy people? 
$. Thou haſt brought a Vine out of Egipt. 
Thou haſt caſt out the Heatben, and planted 


ab. 

9. Thou madeſt roome for it, and dz1ft cauſe if 
ts take roote , and it filled the land. 

to. The monntaynes were couered With the ſha 
dow of it , and the boughes thereof were like 
tbe goodly Cedars. 

11. Shee ſtretched out her branches vnto the 
Sea, and her byughes Vnto the Rizers 


2. Why haſt thou thu broken down ber ous 
F) 


$2 
fo that all they, Which paſſe by the ay bate 
plucked her. | 

13. The wild Boare out of the wood hath de« 
ſtroped it , andthe Wilde beaſtes of the field 


ue eaten it Vp. 


34, Returne wee beſtech thee , 0 God of 


Hoſtes: looke downe from heauen , and bt= 
bold and Vifite this vine. 


Ps AL. T23:; 


3- Haue mercy Vþon bs, O Lord, hanus mercy 
Þþon vs, O Lord, for wee haue ſuffered much 


delay. 
PS AL.126.4, 
O Lord bring ageiue our captiuity, 4s the Riners 
im the South. ; 
PS AL. 84. 


9. Behold, O God our ſhield: and looke Vpon the 
face of thine anointed. 


x0- For 4 day in thy Courts ts beter then 4 thous - 


ſand other where. 
PS AL.5rT. 


13. Oe fanorable vnto Sion, for thy pood pled- 
dry the alles of lerufalem. go0ap 


19. Then ſhalt thou accept ihe ſacrifices of 


1tghteouſues. 
PS AL. 20. 
19. Turne Vs agayne, 0 Lord God of Hofts 
Canſe thy face to ſhine, and wee ſhall be ſaued, 


So be it, 


N AM 


